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WHEREIN. 
Flavel's laſk Grand Argyments in his 
Fin arm Viudex, to prove DE ETaEalnk cr 
ergo, 


Alſo a brief Reply: 


o Mr. Rothwel['s late Treatiſe, Intituled, Pede-Bapt:ſmus 
pindicatus ; as to What ſeems moſt material. 


To which is Added | 


me ſhort Reflections by way of Confutation of : Book 
Newly publiſhed by Mr. Jobus Exell, Miniſter of the Goſpel---- 
Intituled ; A Serious Enquiry into, and certain producing of plain 

expreſs Proofs, that John Baptiſt, aid as certainly baptize In- 
ants as the Adult. | 
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Sermon II. 
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PA RT. II. 


M A T. III. ve. = 


Ind nov alſo the Ax is laid to the Root of the Trees, every Tree 
therefore that bringeth not forth good Fruit; is hewn down and caſt 


isto the Fire. 


Beleved, | 

Have already opened the Scope and Coherence of this Place of Holy 
Scripture, as alſo the Parts and Terms, and then took notice of one 
or two Points of Doctrine. 


That which I have largely Proſecuted, is this, viz. 

Do. Now the Diſpenſaiion is charged, to be of the Natural Root, viz. Of 
the National Church of the Fexs, the Seed of Abrebam, or Children of 
Believers, according to the Fieſh, is na Ground for Church-MemberſlInp, *trs 
no Argument to be admuted into the Goſpel-Church, or to Goſpel- Baptiſm, 


We have proved, that there were Two Covenants made with Abraham, 
2 with him and his natural Seed as ſuch, ſignified by Azar, the Bond- 
man ; the other made with him and his ſpiritual coal as ſuch, ſignified 
y Sarah, the Free woman ; and allo, have clearly made it appear, That 
e Covenant of Circumciſion did not appertain to the Covenant of 
race, but that it was a Rite of the Legal Covenanc. w 

| e 


| "063. _ "TR 
We ſhall now proceed to Anſwer the other ObjeQions, having the 
laſt Day only inſiſted upon/One. h 
2. Obj. Circumciſion was the Type of mm 


1. An(w.lf the Circumciſion of the Heart - was the —— of Cir. 
cumciſion in the Fleſh, then certainly Baptiſm was not, not be the 
Antitype thereof; but this the Holy Ghoſt fully intimates, was the Anti 
type of it, ſee x Col. 2. 12. 13. Rym. 2, 29. See Dr. Taylor, as recited 
ReRor ReRihed, p. 9, 10, 1x. 19's 

2. If Baptiſm, and Cireumciſion were both in Force together for ſan; 
time, then Baptiſm is nor'the Antitype of, nor did it-come 1n che room of 
Circumciſion, but that they were both in Force together for ſome time, | 
ſhewed before. Fobn, the Diſciptes of Chriſt, Baptized. Fob. 4. 1,2. 
ſometime before Circumciſion was nailed ro the Croſs, or did ceaſe. Can 
one thing come in the room, or place of another, cill the other is au} 
y, and legally removed, and took away ? Why, now fince theſe Two 

ices had a Being together, I affirm (as I have done) one cou 
not be the. Type of the other. A Type can abide no longer, then ill the 
Antitype is come z therefore Circumciſion was not the Type of Baptiſm, 

diy, and loft ly, (As to this) I ſee not indeed, how one Thing, that ws 
a Figure, could be the proper Shadow, or Type of a. Figure ; fure 
Wiſe Man has Reafon fo to think ; all may ſee, that Baptiſm it ſelf, is C 
led a Figure, 1 Per. 3. 24, And this is fufficient to remove. the Seca 
ObzeRion, 
2. Obj.T heThird Obje&ion 1 mentioned,is this, viz. Infants were once in 
nant, and never caſt out,t herefore they arein ſtil] : See Mr. RothwelPs Padc-b 

An/w. I Anſwer, Tho” Infants were in Covenant under the Law, it 
Legal Church of the Jews, and -that by God's Appointment. Gen. 17. 7 
which is not denied: Yer, what of this ? their being once Members 
the Fewiſh Church, doth not prove them to bz Members of the Goſpe/ Chutth 
They had then many. outward Privileges, which we , under the Golx 
have not ; they went all off when the Ax was laid to :be Root, i. e. When 
Old © ovenant was ab:ogated, and the Old Church State-curt down, & 
their Old Church Members fell likewiſe: The Branches cannot f 
when the Tree is cut down, or rooted up. 


2. We hare proved the Covenane ; for in Covenanting of Infants, 
>. der the Law, was no Goſpel Covenant; andtherefore this Obje&ion h 
nothing in it to hurt us, unleſs it can be proved, they were taken a-new i 
the Goſpel Church, or Goſpel Covenant, which we poſitively . det 
and they. can't diſproye : For, according to that Maxim , Ommis Pri 
mmat babttum, (you know) that every Diſpoſtefſion, implyeth a Polit 
- an: Infants therefore, cannot be caſt out of the Goſpel Covenant, or C 
pel Church, unleſs they had been firſt receivedinto ir - therefore they 
prove, if they can, they are in the Time of the Goſpel, taken in.as Mc 
bers; if fo, I will not undertake to prove them: caſt out; but I am 
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ly Congregational. 
hr ar il, and lively 4 Iroel 
fone, are built up a ſpiritual bouſe, an holy Prieſthood, to effer up ſpiritual! acri 
ces acceptable to God, by Fefus Chriſt. 
Obj. 4 Ci | the Ceremonial Law. Thus I find Mr. Fob 


3 


are forced to fly to ſuch an 


2. Yet their Work lies not ſo muchia that neither, as it doth in this Re- 
pect, viz. are to prove, That the Ceremonial Law- was part of the 

wvenant of Grace, which, as yet none of them ( that I ever heard of } 

ve attempeed co do (tho we it was a Shadow of it) when they 
age ayes fry ; 

3- Third Place, another Task, wiz. To prove, that Circumciſion was 
part of the Ceremonial Law ; for tho* it was a Figure, or albign, yet it 
tay be doubted of, Whether it was a part of that Law, or-n&t — Yer 

4- It might be a part of, or n unto the Sinai Covenant ; for (1) 
is called a Covenant, that's evident ; but, Where is the Ceremonial Law 
d called ? yd big gave the Children of 1a! an Affarance of the Sinas 

»t, and t Apoſtle calls, The great, and chiefeſt. Adventage 
_— it. (3) It alſo was of the ſame nature and quality, and had 
te like iſes annexed to it, upon their Obedience , the ſame 

reatning upon their Diſobedience. (4.) It obliged thoſe, who were Cir- 
umciſed, to the faid Law. Gel. 5. 3. It was, 1 have proved, of the 
me Natyre and Quality, 5. e. a Conditional Covenant, and like Promiſe 
tarthly Bleſſings, and like Threatnings annexed to it. 

Was not the Ceremonial Law, a Part of that Law St. Paw 
ls, The Hand-Writing of Ordinances that was againſt us, which was contrary 
ns, and took it out of the way, nailing it to bis Croſs? Col. 2, 14. If Cir- 
ncifion was part of this Law, ſure it did not appertain to the Goſpel, or 
ww Covenant, much leſs the Seal of a 4 then itxeould not be againſt 

2 ur, 
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(4) . 


us, but for us, not contrary to us, but agreeable to us, as 4 Choice Bl 


ng. And if the Covenant of Circumciſion was a Part of the Ceremoni. 
al Law, cis evident that Covenant is aboliſhed ; and if the Covenant be 
cancelled, or atoliſhed, What good will the Seal do them 2 f =p 

2. That the Ceremonial Law was part of the Firſt Govenant:, *cis evi. 
dent, Heb. 9. 1, 2. Then werily, the Firſt Covenant had alſo Ordmanees of Di 
wine Service, and IWorldly Sanctuary. The Oid Covenane comprehended not 
only the Sina; miniſtration, as a Covenant of Works, (do this, and lrve) but 
alſo the whole Molaical Orconomy, and Aronical Prieft bood, Sacrifices, and al 
manner | of ſhadowing Rites and Ordinances whatloever, amonglt which Ol 
Covenant Rites, or Legal Ordinances, Circumciſion. was one of the chief; 
ſo that this mak&cs againſt.them. 

4. All the. Holineſs and SanRtification of the Ceremonia] Law , only 
appertained to-the Fleſh, and therefore, no part of the New Covenatt, 
Heb. 9.13. What tho it was dedicated by Blood, it was but Typical Blood, 
Blood of Bulls, and Goats, ' that. could not take away Sin,. purge rhs" Conſeien, 
ncr make any thing perfect. | ; 

Mr. Elton on Coloſſians, ſpeaking of Col. 2. wer. 14. putsforth this C 
ſtion, w12. | 

eſt, How were the Legal Ceremonies of the Jews a Hand- Writing « 
Ordinances. | 

Znſw. © I anſwer (/aith be;) they. were fo, in regard of their Uſe tot 
* Jews, who, inuſing them} (as it were) Subſcribed.co their own Guiltinek 
* of Death and Damnation,—— In uſing Circumciſion, they/made know! 
* they had ordinal Sin, and weie guilty of it ;- their Waſhings ſhewed, the 
© were exceeding filthy in God's fight, and {i guilty of the Curſe of tix 
* Law, and fo did their Sacrifices. Hence God, in infinite Mercy, { 
* his Son to pay vur Debts; and he has ſatisfied Divine Jultice, ſoh 
* cancelled this Hand-Writing, that witneſſed our. Guiltinefs, and bour 

* ns over to Puniſhment. ©. What good will it do them, to- gratt 
2m, Circumciſion was part of the Law , I know not, theſe. Things cot 
red. 

For they, evident it is, were bound cxadtly to keep all the Laws; 
wtes and Ordinances, of that Law ; (which, 1 think a Learned Man fay 
were more then 300) nay, and if they continued not in doing all the 
Things, they were Curſed when they [ate down, and when they. roſe up, 

* ' they went abroad, and when they came home : ſee Deut, 27. 20, to:26. 

10, Curſed is be that cont mueth not in all things that are written in the Book of 

Law to ds them, Mind it well, all Things in the whole Book of the 

_ only the Ten Precepts, but all things contained in the Ceremonial L 

allo. | 
6. Theretore, tho? the Blood of By!!;, Goats, .and-Heifers, are called; 
Blood of the Covenant, yet it was not the Blood of the. New:Covet 
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(5) | 
but of ther Old ;: nexther the Firſt Covenant was dedicated without Blood, Heb. ge 
18. True,. the Blood of the Old Covenant. figured the Blood of the New, 
yet that doth no more prove the Ceremonial Law, was part of the New 
Covenant, then the Shadow can be proved co be the Subſtance; and there- 
fore, tho? thoſe Sacrifices pointed to Chriſt, yet that Law was part- of the 
Covenant of Works, z. e. no Life by it : In thoſe Sacrifices, God's Soul had 
no Pleaſure. p 

7. Nor could they ſ{ce, or look beyond thoſe things, which are aboliſhed: 
ſce 2 Cor. 3. 13. From hencel argue, If the Ceremonial Law, was a Hand- 
Writing, 4. e. a Bond, or Obligation of Conviction, Accuſation, and © on- 
demnation to the. Jews, binding them farther to- the Curſe of the Moral 
Law, it was no part of the Covenant of Grace; but the former is rue, 
Ergo, 'Therefore, whatever gracious Deſign God had in it, or however uſe- 
ful to the Ele&, yet in it ſelf, it wasa Law of Works, tho' given in Subſer. 
viency to the Goſpel Law, as the Sinai Law was. 

6. Obj. God gave himſelf to Abraham to be his God, and the Grd of bis Seed, 
in.the Covenant of Exrcumciſion, or made over himſelf by Way of ſpect Intereſt. to 
them" in it 5 (ſo Mr. Flavell poſitively affionnms.) Therefore it was the Covenant 

Grace. | 
x Anſw. T1 Anſwer, This I am perſuaded, is the grand Cant of their great 
boldneſs and miſtake, in affirming the Covenant of Circumciſion was. the 
Covenant of Grace ; and therefore, ought the more carefully to be Exany- 
ned; Conſidered, and Anſwered; for if Mr. Havel, and the reſt of our 
Brethren, are right in this Affertion, z. e. That God gave himſelf in Cir- 
cumciſion to Abraham, and to all his Seed; to be. their God, by way of 
ſpecial Intereſt , they ſay a great deal, but this we deny. | 

1. As to Abrabam, God Save himſelf to him to' be zhis God, yea, gave 
him ſpecial Imtereft in himſelf; but ic was before he gavE him the Covenant 
of Circumciſion.. This they cannot deny, nay, and not only to himſelf, 
but to be the God of all his true ſpiritual Seed, and that alſo, betore he ente. 
red into the ſaid Covenant of Circumciſion with him, and his natural Sced ; 
{ce Gen. 12. 3. Gen. 15.1. 1am thy. ſhield, and thy exceeding ' great Reward z 
ſee wer. 5. andthen *tis ſaid, he behewed in the Lird, and it was accounted to 
him for righteouſneſs, Ver. 6. Therefore, 

24ly, *Tis for ever to be noted, that this ſpecial Intereſt in God, he obfain- 
ed through Faith, in the Free Promiſe (which is the Covenant of Grace 
God made with him) And the Apoſtle plainly ſhews, in RomZ24. 9, 19. 
That this Bleſſedneſs, he /in the Negative) received "not in the Cove. 
nant of Circumciſion , but in Uncircumcifioa. How was it then reck- 
oned, when he was in circumciſion, or in uncircume; ſion ! Not in eircumciſion, but 
in uncircumciſion, ver, 10, I cannot but wonder at the darkneſs of thoſe. 
Men, who affirm, That Abrabam received 1pecial Intereſt in God, in the 
Covenant of Circumciſion ; whereas the Holy Ghoſt poſitively denies it, 
or. affirms.the contrary. His main Buſineis being there to take SY off of 
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us, but for us, not contrary to us, but agreeable to us, as a Choice Blf 
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(5) | 
but of the Old ;- neither the Firſt Covenant was dedicated without Blood, Heb. 9s 
13. True, the.Blood of the Old Covenant, figured the Blood of the New, 
yer that doth no more prove the Ceremonial Law, was part of the New 
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"4 5/4 SCIICONEIS, NECN The INCEATIVE? reeeired not in the Cove. 
**hant of Circumciſion , but in Uncircumcifion. How was it then reck- 
oned, when he was in circumciſion, or in uncircume fron ? Not in eircumeifion, but | 

in uncircumciſion, Ver. 10. 1 cannot bur wonder at the darkneſs of thoſe. 
Men, who affirm, That Abrabam received tpecial Intereſt in God, in the 
Covenant of Circumciſion ; whereas the Holy Ghoſt poſitively denies it, 
or. affirms.the contraty. His main Buſine!s being there to take pet off of 
am. 
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(6) ; 
Circumciſion, and ſo to diſtingyiſh berween Circumciſion, and the Cove. 
nant of R_—_ in dire& Oppoſition to the Apoſtle's Defign, theſe 
Men go about to magnifie Circumciſion by aſcribing it to that. , 

3. Nnd let it alſo be noted, That the fame Apoftle excludes Abrabam's 
natural Seed as ſuch, (wich whom the Covenant of Circumciſion was made) 
from this ſpecial Bleffing of ſpecial Intereſt in God, in Rom. 9. 5. Nor as 
though the word of God bath raken none effett, for they are not all Iſrael, which 
are of lfrael ; neither, becauſe they are the ſeed Abrabam, are they all Children; 
(that is, by way of ſpecial Intereſt in God, ſo as to have-God to be their 
God, by vertue of the Covenant of Grace made with Abrabam) But in 
Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called, ver, 7. That 'is, they which are the children of the 
fieſh, theſe are not the children of God ; but the children of the promiſe, are counted 
for the ſeed, ver. 8. None can deny, but that thoſe, the 
calls the Children of the Fleſh (whom he denies to have any Intereſt in 
God as ſuch) the Covenant of Circumciſion 'did Leng 200, and was 
made with, as well as it was made with the true ſpiritual » thereforel 
may from hence, with the greateſt boldneſs imaginable, affirm, That in 
the Covenant of Circumciſion, God did not make over himſelf to be 4 
—p God, ſo as to give him, or to his Seed, ſpecial Intereſt in him- 

Obj. But 'tis poſitively ſaid, That God did promiſe in the Covenant of Circumci- 
ſion, to be a God to bim, and to his ſeed after him, in their Generations, when he 
| promiſed them the Land of Canaan, Gen. 17. 8, 9, 10. 

Anfw. 1 do not deny it, but not by way of ſpecial Intereſt (that is, the 
thing we differ in) ſo he was not the God of his Seed as ſuch, according to 
the Nature of the Covenant of Grace, and that for the Reaſons before ur- 
ged ; therefore it behoveth us to conſider , in what reſpe& we are to un- 
.derſtand the Holy Ghoſt. I do not fay neither, that ever God made him- 
\{elf over to Men, to be their, God, by way of ſpecial Intereſt, upon the 
Terms of the Sinai Covenant, that was impoſlible for them to Anſwer, 
(nor can I believe, notwithſtanding what Mr. Fave! has affirmed, that my 
Reverend Brother, Mr. Philip Cary, will aſſert any ſuch thing) the Inberirance 
was not by the Law. ; | 

x. Therefore we are to conſider, That God may be faid to be the God 
of a People, in a Covenant way, Two manner of ways. 

ft. By the Free Promiſe, or Covenant of Grace in a ſoieltual Goſpel Senſe, 
which gives ſpecial and Soul-ſaving Intereſt in him, as all Abrabam's Spi- 

ritual Seed, i. e. True Believers have ; or, y 

24.'God may be faid to be the God of a People, by entering into an exter- 
nal, legal Covenant with them : | And thus he gave himſelf to be the Godof 
Abraham, and his natural, or fleſhly Seed, i. e. He took them into a viſible 
external Covenant Church-State, and ſeparated them from all other People 

Nations in the World, to, be a peculiar People (in that Covenant) unto 
anmiclt; and, in this ſenſe, he was faid Farderally, or by Govenant, to be 
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(7) : 
married to the whole Houſe of Tae), as ſo conſidered, and to be an Huber! 
ro them : See Fer. 41. 31. God there makes a Promiſe to [reel and Fudab, 
that he would make a New Covenant, Not according to the covenant 1] made 
with their fathers in the day that I took thems by the hand, to bring them ont of the 
land Here which mag A; 3c » although I was an buſhand to 
2m; 2nd mary emornl or cantly Metlagys, Lane and Ovllaances, and 
Seate, and many external or ws an i 

they formerly ftruck Hands (as I may fo ſay) with God, and promiſed 
Obedience, Exod. 24. 3, 7,8. And be took the book of the Covenant, and read in 
the audience of the people, and they ſaid, all that the Lord both: ſaid, will we do 
and be obedient : And thus God became as an Husband to them, 4. e. He fed 
them, and took ſpecial care of rhem, and to lead them with great Bowel in the Wil. 
derneſ;, and beffowed the Land of Canaan upon them, with other Temporal Bleſ. 


wp acorn es ws iſed to them in the Covenant of Circumciſion: 
Like as a Husband cares for, and provides for the Wife, fo did God care and 


provide for them and preſerved them, ſo long as that Law (I mean the Law: 


of their Husband") did continue : But that Law is now dead, Rom. 7. 4. 


- 
and God now is no longer fuch a Husband to them , nor hath he Marricd ' 


in that Senſe any other external Nation, or Pebple of the World ; but now 
God, inthe Goſpel Covenant, is an Husband indeed ; to them he was bur 
a Typical Husband, and their God in an external Fzdoral Relation: And 
thus he was the God of all Abrahaw's natural Off-fpring ; for, in him, he jr 
dpooſed them as a National Church, and People, gave them the Covenanc 

ircumciſion, as the Sign, or Token thereof, with many Eccle/iafticat 
and Civil Rites. And this is further confirmed by a Reverend and Learned 
Writer : © Howbeit from the ſtri Connexion of this 7th. verſe with the 6ch. 


*and the Aﬀurance here given, that God will eſtabliſh his Covenane- with + 


© Abrabam's Seed;to be their God : Ir is evident (ſaith be) that the Number of + 


'' Abrabam's carnal Seed and the Grandeur of their Civil Stare,is not all that is 


* promiſed, nor yet che PrincipalBleflingbeſtowed on themcherein, bur rather - 


* the forming them into a Church State, with the eftabliſhing of the Ordinan- - 


*res of publick Worſhip among them, wherein ory walk in Cove. 
* nant Relation to- God,' as his peculiar People : Underſt 


and it {till ( fa:ch - 


"be of the Old. Covenant, wherein they had their peculiar Right and 7 


* Privilege, no-lefs can be intended in this, I will be « God wnto them, in 


* their Generations ; and it is alſh made more evident by the following Ac--- 


* count that is-given of this Tranſa&ion, with reſpe& to: [acc and 
' Gen. 17. 18, 21, Whenthe Lord had promiſed unto Abraham a-Son,- by 


"Sarah, whoſe. Name- ſhould be called I/azc, he thus prayed, O chat Iſhmaz! 


* might live before thee ! which the Chaldee Paraphraſeth thus, 1. e. Mig lie - 


"and bp cre thee, No doubt, his Prayer was, that Jae! might alſo be - 


* 


' an Heir Blefling of this Covenant ; but that was not granted-to- 
* him ; for the Lord would have bis Covenant Seed called by Waac only > With 
him God - would eſtabliſh - his Covenans; having. appoiczed and 


— > —_—_—— 
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= 


($8) 3 
ſen him alone, to be the V&ir thereof, who was to be the Child of tha 
Promiſe, and Son of the Free-woman ; .and yet for Jhmaet, in ipecial Fa- 
vour with Ariham, whoſe Seed he was : Thus much he obtained, s, e, 
That he ſhould be made Ftuittul, and multiply exceedingly , Twelve 
Princes, or Heads of great Families, ſhould {pring of him ; which im- 
orts fome Analogy to the (Twelve. Tribes of Tjrael after the Fleſh, and 
* God would make him a great Nation ; aad yet, all this fell ſhort of .the 
" Bleffings of Abraham's natural Off-ſpring, by Tazc, from which Ihmael 
* was now excluded : Ir is plain therefore, that the Privilege of the Ec. 
© cleſiaftical, as well as the flouriſhing of the Civil States of [rael, did arile 
© unto them out of the Covepant of Circumciſion. | 
We conclude therefore ( /airhb he ) That notwithſtanding the carnal 
* Seed of Avrabam, could not as fuch, claim a Right in the ſpiritual and 
© eternal Bleflings of the New Covenant, becauſe of their Intereſt in the 
© Covenant of Circumciſion, yet their Privileges, and Advantages in their 
© Church-State, tho' immediately conſiſting in things outward and ryPicah 
* were of far greater Valuc and Ule, than any meer Worldly, or Earthly 
© Bleſlings, as to giving them choice means of the x7; of God, and 
© ſetting them nearer to him, than any Nation in the World beſides. Thus 
far this. Learncd Author. | 
Dr. Bates alſo, in his Sermon preach'd at Mr. Baxter's Funeral, ſhews, 
That God may be ſaid to be the God of a People, ſeveral manner of ways, 
1. * Upcn the Account of Creation ; Thus he is our God and Fat 
© O Lord thou crt our father, we are the clay, and thou ar! our potter,. and we all 
© are the work of thy hands, Ila. 64. 8 
2. © Upon the Account of external Calling, and Profeſſion, there is an 
© intercurrent Relation of the Father and Son, between God and his Peo- 
* ple: - Thus the Poſteriry of Serh, are called, the Sons of God, Gen. 6. 
* and the cntire Nation of the Jews are fb ſtyled : Jhen [rac! was young, 1 
* called my [on from Egypr, Hol, 11. And all that have reccived Baptiſm, the 
* deal of the Holy Covenant, and profeſs Chriſtianity, in this general Seale, 
* may be called the Child:en of God. 
» Thus he clcarly confirms what I have faid; but obſerve, in this Senſe, 
God is nor ſaid to be the God of 'a People by way of ſpecial Intereſt. 
© But 'ris not ( ſzith bt) the outward Dedication, entitles Men to ſaving 
© Interelt in God, unleſs they live according to that Dedication. - There are 
© Paptiled In'idels, as well as Unbepriſed, cc. Then fay I, ſome Infants WM 7 
Bapriſed, are in his Opinion, but in an external Covenant with God, it 
and fo have no ſpecial Inte-eft, Moreover Wu 
Sure none can deny, but, by grofs [4»/arry, the 7,raelires broke this Cove WM R 
£1 
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pant ; and yet, when they, in Feels time, became guily of vil 
+ Abominations, the Lord ſtill claimed an Inrercſt in their Chitdren by vet 
rue of. this Covcnint. Aforeewer, thou haſt taken thy ſons and thy day biarh 
4 9019 thou ha/? born unto me, and thrſe haſt thou ſacrificed unto'them to be drout 


red 
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red : L this-of thy whoredoms a ſmall matter, | That thou haſt lai children, 
Ezek. 16. 4 12. The Children they begat in a are pt rom wp rones by 
curſed Idolatry, they had Apoſtatized from God, {by vertue of this Cove- 
nant) God calls his Children, which could not have been, it their Cove- 
nant Intereſt had been as our Brethren affirm, z. e. ſuſpended on the good 
abearing, or Faith of immediate Parents : But, as the Apoftacy of Parents 
could not hinder their Children from that external Covenant Intereſt they 
had ia God, and God in them, fo the Faith and Holineſs of Parents, 
could nor Intereſt their Children in the ſpecial Bleflings of the Coyenane 
of Grace. | 

Laſtly, Tis remarkable, thatwhen God ave the Sinai Covenant, Exod. 20.1, 
2. where he pleads Intereſt inthem as his People, he mentions expreſly, upon 
what account he ſo owned them ; read the Text, J am the Lord thy Godgwhich 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage,Thou ſhalt have no 
other Gods before me. 1 am Jehovah, and thy God, having choſen you to be a 
People to my falf above all People ; as 'tis faid elſewhere”, not that as they 
were thus his People, and a choſen Nation, they had ſpecial Intereſt in God 
by eternal Ele&ion, and peculiar Adoption, no, but a few of them (as it 
appears) were in that ſence, his People : But their God, by vertue of 
that legal and external Covenant he made with their Fathers, and now -agai 
with them, and fo beſtowed jy cap Bleflings upon them ; therefore-'as 
added, That brought thee out of the land. of Egypt, not Land of fpiritual Dark- 
nefs, nor houſe of ſpiritual Fondage, but literal Bondage, &«: 

© In the Covenant of Works, (faith Reverend Mr. Corten) the Lord of- 
* fered himſelf, upon a Condition of Works; he bid them obey his Voice, 
* and provoke him not ; for I will not pardon your Tranſgrefſions. 
© But, in the Covenant of Grace, he will do this, but not in the Covenanc 
*of Works; all is given upon Condition of Obedience. The Lord giving 
© himſelf, &c. tho? it be but to work, yet he is pleaſed to receive them in- 
© ro{ome kind of relative Union expreſſed, Fer. 32. 32. Which my Co- 
* venant they break, as though I was an Husband unto them. He was matr- 
© ried to them- in Church-Covenant.; he was their God, and they were 
* his peculiar People, and yet the Lord caſt them off from this Marriage- 
* Covenant, from this Union. Thus Mr. Corron on the Covenant, P. 39. 
*40., SQ much ſhall ſerveto the anſwering this grand ObjeRion. 

Obj. 6. Sixthly, Circumcifion was a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith. 
If Circumciſion was 'the Seal of the Rogbreouſucſs of Faith ( ſaith Mr. Flavell ) 
it did not appertaimn to the Covenant of Works : For the Righteouſneſs of Faith and 
Works, are oppoſite ; but Circumciſion was the Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
Rom. 4. 11- Ergo ag. 220. 

1 Anſw. We foes firſt, That the Text they bring, doth not call Cir- 
cumciſion the Seal of the Righteouthebs of Faith : As 'ris ſuch, or in com- 
man to all that were Circumciſed, 'pray let us .rcad the: Words ; 4nd be re- 
«ved the ſign of circumciſion, a ſeal of = righteowſne/s of the faith, w—_—_— 


_— 
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had them yet being wicireumciſed : that be mig bt be the father of all men that be. 
hee, though the 7 be not circumciſed 5 that righteouſneſs might be imputed to them 
alſo: Rom. 4. 11. ; ey 

Firſt, Obſerve Circumciſion is direQly, here called a Sign, and fo it 
was in it felt : 

1. A Sign, or Token of God's matey ood his Covenant to Abraham's 
natural Seed, that from his Loins Chriſt ſhould come by Taac. 

2. A Sign, or Token, that the promiſe of all theſe Bleflings granted to 
them, either Eccleſiaftical, reſpeFing their National Church State, and Civil 
State, and Temporal Bleſſings, with ther Poſſeſſing of the Land of Canaan. 

2. Of the Circumciſion of the Heart, for that 1t was a SIgn of. 

2. But it is not called any more a Seal to Abraham, of the B.ighteouſnes 
of that Faich, he had before he was Circumciſed, then it was of his being 
the Father of all them that believe Now ſince it was prinoipally calleda 
Seal to him , of that peculiar Privilege, and Prerogatiye, of being rhe 
Father of all True Believers, which none had ever granted to' them beſide 
himſelf, Why ſhould they ſuppoſe, that Circumciſion is here called, a Seal 
of the Righteouſneſs of Faith to all, as well as to Abraham himſelf ? - I de- 
fire this may be conſidered ; tor Mr. Fave! paſſes it by in filence, and 
ſpeaks nothing to it, J | 

2- But Thrrdly, To put the Matter out of doubt, it could be a Seal tg no 
ether Perſon, or Perſons, but to Abraham only. Becauſe it was a Seal of 
that Righteonſnels Abraham had, being yet Uncircumciſed, and fuch a 
Righteouſneſs, none of his Seed ever had actually, as he had it ; (neither 
of his fleſhly, nor ſpiritual Seed) for firſt, Tazc had no ſuch Faith before 
he was Circumciſed, becauſe Circumciſed when but Eight Days old , "and 
lo were generally all his Seed, except you will mention ſuch; who negle& 
ed to Circumcile their Children, and fo Tranſgreſſed the Command ol 
God, or mention Adult Profelites. 

But that will not help the Matter ; they muſt carry it to be a Seal toal Wi , 
that the Covenant of Circumciſion belonged to, or elſe to none but to 4 
brahbam only ; but to all, it cou!d not be a Seal, as it was to Abrabam, it be 
ing poſitively ſaid,. not to be a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of their Faith, Wl / 
they ſhould have after Circumciſed, but of that Faith Abraham particularly P 
had, being yet Uncircumcifed. oY os F 

4. The Scope and Drift of the Holy Ghoſt, proves it to be” thus as we r 
fay.; tor elſe, there's no necd for the Apoſtle to mention it, as a'Scal ef 
that Righteouſneſs of Faith, he had before Circumciſion, if others might 
have it in Circumciſion, viz. The Righteouſneſs of God, as *tis contaity 
ed in the Covenant of Grace : (for that they muſt ſay, or they fay n& 
thing) And it farther appears by what the Apoſtle ſpeaks, viz, That be mig# 
be the Father of then; that believe, that were not Circumciſed, If it had beet 
in Circumciſion, or after Circumciſion, What Argument would there have 


b-en in the Caſe, ;. e. That. Abraham ſhould be the Father of thoſe that 
believe, that arg not Cugumciſcd, nero 


, 
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Therefore, in dire& Oppoſition to what Dr. Ames ſpeaks, as cited bY 
Mr. Havel, I muſt fay, The main Drift and Scope of the Apoſtle's Ar- 
gument from the Coherence -of the Text, is to take off the Jews from 
ſccking any ſpicityal Benefit from Circumciſion, or the Law, bu: by Faith, 
only ſceing ; Abraham was Jaſtified, ” and received* the RighteoafheG of — 
Chriſt, by Faith, before he was Circumciſed, or without Circumciſion ; 
and his green Lun grormece ſcaled not only the Righteonſnes of Faith 
to him, which he had, being Uncircumciſed, (and fo to none elſe) but al- ' 
ſo, his being the Father of all that Believe, whether Circumciſed, or not Circum- 
ci{ed. , 

2 But again, it muſt be granted to belong to Abraham, only as a Seal, 

becauſe St. Paul, ſpeaking of Circumeiſion, Rom. 3. 12. ſays, The chict 
Advantage, or Privilege, they had thereby, was, becauſe that unto them 
was committed the Oracles of God. Certainly, he would not have called 
that the Chief, .if Circumciſion had been piven in common, as a Seal of 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith : However, when he is a treating of the Pri. 
vileges that come by Circumciſion, ſurely he could not have torgotren this, 
viz,. that it was a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith. 

6. Let not Men miſtake themielves any more, for evident it is, that. 
Circumciſion, as 'tis called a Seal to Abraham, fo it did not ſeal to him fome. 
thing, which he then had not, but might have ; bur it did ſeal, really, and 
truly, the Righteouſneſs of that Faith, which he at that time had : It there- 
fore you Baptize Children, who before they are Baptized, do truly believe 
no body will be diſpeaſed with you, or jf you can prove, your Infants have 
really and truly ſuch a Faith as Abrabam had, and that their <p oY doth 
ſeal that Faith to them for Righteouſneſs, which Circumciſion {caled to 4- 
brahars, you do your buſineſs :\ But Sirs, pray what Bleſſings of che Cove- 
nant of Grace, doth Baptiſm now ſeal to your Infants ?'. O, /ays one, the Cor 
venant is theirs, it belongs to thim, and ſhall we deny thens the Seal ? 2what, not 
let them have a bit of Wax ? But ſtay a little, you muſt firſt prove the Co- 
venant of Grace, doth indeed belong to Believers Children as fuch, before 
you talk at fach a rateas you do. A Seal, all Men know, makes firm and 
lure all che Bleffings co the Perfon, to whom it is ſealed, which are contain 
ed in the fame Covenant, to which it is fixed : Therefore, rake heed you 
do not blind the Minds of People, and deceive them, by making them 
think they are in Covenant, when indeed it may be no fih thing, | 

7. Beſides, if Circurmcition was the Seal of the Covenant of Grace, 
then it would follow, that the Covenant of Grace made with Abraham , 
is Abrogated; for the 'breaking off the Seal, all Men know, cancells the 
Covenant, and makes it of none Effet : And that Circumciſion, which 
you call the Seal of the Covenant of Grace, that waz made with Abraham, 
1s broke off, or torn off by the Death of Jeſus Chriſt , is evident , ( And 
this proves, if it was a Seal of the Sm; Covenant, which I fay, not bur 
only a Sign) that Covenant is g6his, becauſe the Seal isb:oken off, 
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8. Circumciſion was ſo far from being a Seal of the Covenant of Grace 
' toall, to whom it did b:long, that it ſealed not all thoſe outward 

' to the Bond-men, or ſuch who were, bought with Money, and fo were 
admitted to dwell in Abraham's Family ; for it did not feal to them. all the 
outward and external Privileges of the Commonwealth of. 1frael ; for they 
only belonged to thoſe who were natural Iſraelites, , 

Now, Fom the whole, it ſeems to me to be a ſtrange Thing, which 4s. 
lately afferted, wiz. ; 

©That the Infant Seed of Believers, (during their Infancy.) have all of, 
* them a certain Intereſt in the Covenant of Grace : By vertue of which, 
* they are compleatly Juſtified before God, from the Guilt. of Original Sin, 
© both Originans, and Originations; and yet, when they. come. to Years: 
* of Diſcretion, may (yea muſt) by their actual cloſing with, or refuſing 
* the Terms of the Covenant, either obtain the continuation, and confir-. 
© mation of their Covenant Intereſt, or be utterly, and finally cur off from, 
© it, and fo periſh Ecernally in their Ignorance of God, and: Rebellion a 
© gainſt Aim. | 

Anſwer, To which I muſt ſay, That they ſeem to make the. Covenant of | 
Grace, ſuch a Conditional Covenant, that renders it in Nature and-Quali | 
ty) like the Sima: Covenant, or Covenant of Works, z. e. It they pertorn 
the Righteouſneſs required, they ſhall live ;. if or Obey, not, or make Wl. 
not Good, this pretended Covenant” of Grace, they ſhall dye, or be WW” 
cut off: Let our Brethren, who are ſound in.the Dodrine of Free-Grace, 
conſider this, ay 

2. And as the Promiſes of the New Covenant, will admit of no. ſuch 
partial Intereſt, (faith a Learfied Author) fo neither can this Opinion cons 
fiſt with the Analegy of Faith, in other ReſpeRs ; for cither the ſtain of O- 
riginal Sin, in thele Infanrs is purged, and the dominion of Concupiſcencs 
in them deſtroyed, when their Gul, is pardoned, or- it is not ; if it bg 4 
then the Caſe of theſe Infants, in point of Perſeverance, is the lame with 
Adult Perſons, that are under Grace, by actual Faith ; and then a final A« WW” 

ſtacy, from the Grace of the New Covenant, muſt be allowed” to be- 
all the one, -as wellas the other, notwithſtanding all Proviſions of that 
Covenant, and Engagement of God therein, to make the Promiſe ſure ts. 
all the Seed, Rom. 4. 16. 

But this the Author will not admit : If he ſay, That their Guilt: is par- WW,” 
doned, bur their Natures are not .changed, or renewed, nor the Power of MW | 
Original Corruption deſtroyed, fo as that Sin, ſhall not- have. Dominion 
over them; it will be replyed, That then, notwithſtanding their ſuppoſed 
Pardon, they remain as an unclean Thing, and ſo uncapable of admuffion & 
into the Kingdom of God. Thus this worthy Author. | b, 

3 To which let me add, Certainly if Divine Habits were in thoſe f 
Infants, they would immediately be manifeſted ; or be ſure e——O_—_ 
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thence : But ſince.thoſe As, or. Produdts of ſuch a gracious Habit, ap-- 
pear not in them, 'tis evident, they never had them intuſed. 
4. All that are in the Covenant of Grace, ( if they live) the Fruits of. 
Faith and Holineſs, will flow naturally. from thoſe ſacred Habirs, God 
hath by his ſpirit planted in them, as hea and light doth from the Fire, when 
tis kindled on the Hearth. The Truth is, ſich who are united to Chriſt, 
and have Faith in him, and ſoare actually-in the Covenant of Grace, are 
alſo waſhed and purged from Sin, and Pollution, fee Ez. 16. Rom. 5. 14. 
Af. 15. 10+ None can have» Union with Chriſt, but by the in-dwelling 
of the Holy Spirit ; and: whereſoerer the Spirit of Chriſt is, it applies, 
The-Blood of the Covenant, not only. for 'Pardon, but alfo for the purg- 
mg - the Conſctence from Works, to fer the Irving God: *© And therefore, 
* (as the ſame. ed Author obſerves) as. certain as any derive a New” 
© Covenant Rite from Chriſt for Pardon, they alſo receive awital Influence 
from him, for the genovyation of their Natures, and conforming their Souls 
to his Image :. Therefore, to aſſert, That the Grace of Chrilt, is applied 
to ſome, for remiſſion of Sins only, or that the guile of any Sin, -can be- 

* pardoned to any Perſon, and yet that Sin retains its Dominion over them, 
1s a Do&rine, Iunderſtand, not to be ſound, os agreeable to the DoFrine 
that. is according to Godline(s; | 

5, To doncade with this, tis evident, theſe Men mnſt, by their No-- 
ion, make every, believing Parent to be. (conſidered in reſpet of that Co- 
renant made with. Abrabam) acommon Head and Father, not only to his 
wn natural Seed, but to all Believers alfo, as Abraham was, and then it 

ould follow, that there ars as many common Fathers, hike as Abrabam 

as ſo called,-as there. are believing Men in the World, and fo « knowing, 
r knowledge of Men till after the Fleſh, which the Apoſtle diſclaims, 2 Cor. F.. 
17. Beſides, the Thing is uſurp'd in it ſelf : Therefore, let all know, 
a Believers Right to the. Ble of the Covenant of Grace made. 
ith Abraham's, Or = vertue of that Promiſe made with him, do. relate to. 
uch a Seed as do believe, and not as Co-ordinate with him, in Covenant: 
ntereft ; they are not..cach one, by this Covenant, made the Father of a. 
Bleſſed Seed, as Abraham was the Father of the Faithful, neither can they - 
um the Promiſe for themſelves, and their Sced, —_ to the. Tenaur 
of Abraham's Covenant, as he might, (as this Author obſerves) bur they, 
muſt believe as Abrabam did, or have a Faith .of their own :. For if ye 
je Chriſt”s, then are ye Abraham's ſeed and heirs according 30 the Promiſe, Gal.: 3 
29. This the ſame. Author notes. 
Obj. 7. "The Covenant of Circumciſion, was an Everlaſt ing Covenant, there- 
ore it was the Covenant of Grace. | 
Anſw, 1 Aniwer, *Tis not unknown to our Oppanants, that the Hebrew.” 
4, tor Everlaſting, ſometimes ſignifies no more then a long cominuance.. 
7 Une. —- And 10 extenſiveawas the Promile.of God's peculiar Favours + 
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co the tiatural Seed of Abrabam, and the original of their Claim there-from 
that the ſeverity of that Law afterwards given to them, 'was ſo far reſtran- 
ed, as that (notwithſtanding their manifold breach of Covenant with 
and forfeiture of all legal Claim of their Right and Privileges in the 
Canaan thereby) that|they were never utterly cut off from that good 

and ceaſed, to be a peculiarPeopleunto God, untill the end or period of 
time, determined by] the Almighty, was fully come ; which was the Re 
vealation of the Me///þh, and the ſetting up his fpiricual Temple, underthe 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel ; and thus far, the Word Everlaſting dothex; 
tend. *Tis faid, God promiſed to give the Land of Canagn - brabam, 
and to his Secd for eyer ; and again, Ger. 17, 8. for an everlaſting Inhet 
trance ; whereas it is efident, they have for many Ages, been difpoſleſſeddf 
it ; Nor may this ſeem ſtrange, if we conſult other Texts, where the ſat 
Terms are uſed with! the like Reſtriction x for the Priefthood of Levi, % 
called an Everlaſting Prieſthood, Numb. 25. 123. And the Gates of the Tem- 
ple, Everlaſting Doors, P/al. 24. 6. ſo the Starute, ro make an Atonemen 
tor the Holy San&uary, and for the Tabernacle, and for the Altar, andfor 
the Prieſts, and for all the People of the Congregation, is called, 'an Ever- 
laſting Statute, Levit. 16. 34: And this ſhall be for an everlaſting ſtatute, Kc. 
£0 that from hence *ciz very clear, that the Word Evrrlafting 1s to be taken 
{ometimes with Reſttiction, and reterrs to the' end of that Diſpenfati 
to which the Law, Statute, or Covenant did belong ; and when C 
came, as all Moſaica/ Rites ended, "fo did the Covenant of Circumciſion 
allo. | 

God never ſaid, he would be the God of Abraham's nataral Seed as ſuch 
as he gave himſelf to. him, and to all his true fpiritcal Seed ;- for tot 
he gives himſelf, or an Intereſt in all God is,. or has {fo far as commit» 
cative) even for ever and ever, or to all Eternity ; the Covenant of Grat, 
being ordered in all things, and ſure, 2 Sam. 23. F. "Ts impoſſible this Co- 
venant, and Covenant Bleflings, which is comprehenſive of all Gras 
here, and Glory hereafter, ſhould referr to a certain Period of time; attd 
ſince he was not thus in Covenant with Abraham's carnal Seed as ſuch 
'tis evident, the Covenant of Circumciſion, (tho? called, an Everlaſting 
Covenant) was nor the Covenant of Grace, And ſo much to this Obje 
tion. 

8, Obj. There was never but one Covenant of Works, and that God made with 
Adam, and m bim with all his POſrerity 5 thirefare the Covenant of Circumciſion 
did ot! apr tam tio the Covenant of Works : See Mr. Flavel, ' 

nſw. Firſt, Our Controverfie, lies not fo much about, the Covenantel 
Woiks, as given to Ada, but about the Nature of $ind; Covenant, ſine 
Circumcifion appears to be of the ame Nature withthat: 'I do rt fay, | 
every refpect, there is no difference between the Covenant of Works mat 
with 44am, and that made withthe Peop'e of 1/yae!, thongh they differ not 


Fftzntial;y in Subſtance, tis all one and the faine Covenant, wiz. Requiring 
Cowplcat and peiiect Righteouiſnets, 2: T! 
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2. Therefore, tho? there is but one Covenant of Works, yet there was 


ore than one Addition, or Adminiſtration of the ſaid Covenant : This 
evident, althongh given upon a different end, purpoſe, and deſign, by the 
rd | 1 


ord. | 
Adam's Covenant, I grant, had one end and deſign, and the Sinai Co- 
enant of Works had. another z yet, may be, both, as to the Eſſence and 


ubſtance of them but one and the. ſame Covenant : Which, doubtleſs, is 
ll Mr. Cary intends. 


1. Adam's Covenant had H © amp and Juſtification in it, by his per- 
t Obedience thereto ; and he being able, in the time of his Innocency, 
) keep it, he was thereby Juſtified. 

2. Bur the Second Edition, or Miniſtration of the Covenant of Works, 


iven to the People of Trae, tho' in its Nature and Quality, it was a Co- 


enant of Works, and one with the former, yet it was not given for Life 
xr to Juſtifie them, nor was it able ſo to do, by reaſon of their Weakne 
hrough the Fleſh, Row. 8. 3, But it was added becauſe of Tranſgre(- 
O0n- ” : 

1. To reſtrain'Sin, { or as I ſaid before ) to regulate their Lives: under 
hoſe external Covenant 'TranlaRions of God with them, as his People; 

before expreſled. 

2. To make Sin appear exceeding fintul. 

3. To diſcover to them, what Righteouſneſs it is God doth require, in 
der to the Juſtification of the Soul in his Sight. = 

4. To make known to them thereby, what a Righteouſneſs Man, ori- 
nally, in the Firſt Adam, had, and loſt ;- and 

5tbly, It did diſcover their woefull Condition, to them, and might put 
em upon ſecking Relief and Juſtification, I the promiſed Seed, and 6 

x 45 a School- Maſter, 'to bring them to Chiralt, < 

6, That in their Conformity to it, to their utmoſt Power, to continue” 
thoſe outward Bleflings, and Privileges to the Houſe, or Church of I{ael, 
God promiſed to Abraham upon that Account ; for*is evident, the Pro- 
iſes made to them, upon their Obedience, were Earchly and Temporal 

Promiſes, and not Spiritual. Hence the Apoſtle faith, the New Cove- 
ant is eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes. ——. And 

Now, that the Sinai Covenant was a Covenant of Works, (as conſidered 
it ſelf ) notwithſtanding the end and deſign: 6 God therein, (I find: 

many of our found Proteſtant Divines do athrm) tho” given with a merciful 

d gracious intention, or in ſubſerviency tothe Golpel. * 

1. It commanded, or did require pertect or compleat Obedience. 

2. On theſe Terms, Do and Live. 

3. It gave no ſtrength, nevertheleſs, to perform what: irs juſt Demands 
ere: Hence the ſtrength of Sin is called, the Law ; it did Condemn, bur. 
ould not Saye. 421 

. 4+ Nor 


= 
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' 4. Nor was there any Pardon, or Remiflion of Sin, by that Covey 
for any Soul that broke it ; for, He rhat deſpiſed againſt Moſes's Law, « 
out- mercy, under two or three witneſſes, Heb. 10. 28, —— vera: i. 

5. It curſed all that did not continue in all Things that were containgdi 
the whole Pook of the Law to do them, Gal. 3. 10. 

6. The Holy Ghoſt calls it the Old Covenant, in centra-diftinQion, 
diret Or19cion t& the Covenant of Grace, or Goſpel Covenant. 

The law is not of fait: but, the man that doth thoſe things, them ſhall lrve mt 
Gal.3. 12. Andtho? Age; was the Mediator of that Covenant, yet he wat 
a Typical Mediator, and ftod between God and chem, to plead tor the ] 
ſings of that Covenant, 1d to prevent the Threatnings of Temporal Jug 
ments ; for there was n2ver but one Mediator between God and'us, up 
a ſpiritual Account, z. e. To ſtand be:ween eternal Wrath and us, or 
| make Peace with God tor our Souls. 

Take what the Learned B:jb:p [her hath ſaid abyut the Law, as .a-Ce 
nant of Works, vis. ' 

Queſt. How A4oth. this Covenant (i. e. The Covenant of Grace) differ 
that of Works, þ 

Anſw, His Anſwer is much every way, for firſt, in many Points, t 
© Law may be conceived, by Reaſon ; but the Goſpel, in all Points, s 
* above the reach of Man's Reaſon. Secondly, the Law commandeth to 
* good, and giveth no ſtrength ; the Goſpel enableth us to do good, t 


* Holy Ghoſt writing the Law in our Hearts. Thirdly, The Law pre 
* fed Life _—__ Goſpel Righteouſneſs atſo. Fourthly, The Law ret 


_*-xed perfect 


* Goſpel doth reveal unto us Remiſlion of Sins, and freeth us from theÞ 
* niſhment belonging thereunto. Sixrbly, The Law is the miniſtration! 
* Wrath, Condemnation, and Death ; the Goſpel is a miniſtry of Gr 
* Juſtification, and Life. Seventbly, The Law was grounded on 
* own Righteouſneſs, requiring of every Man, in his own Perfon, pet 
* Obedience, Dew. 27. 25. And in default, for fatisfation, Everlat 
* Puniſhment, Gal. 3. 10,12. But the Goſpel is grounded on the Rig} 
* oulneſs of Chriſt, admitting Payment and Pertormance in another, 1 
* behalf of ſo many as receive it, Gal. 3. 13. 14. Biſhop Uſher"s Summ 
Subſtance of Chriſtian \Religion, p. 159. A multitude of Prereſtant Writers 
might produce, who all affert the ſame Doerine. 
And it the Sinai Covenant was not a Covenant ofs Works, 
do all our Brethren ſay, as it was a Covenant of Works, 'tis done- 
and, Why doth the Apoſtle ſay, Chriſt is the end of the Lay, as tou 
ing Righteoutneſs ? Ir is not aboliſhed, or done away, as *tis a Rule 
Righteouſneſs, for as foit abides, as a perpetual Rule and Law tous 
Therefore, I wonder at Mr. Hlave/'s Out-crys againſt Mr. Cary, 3s if 
was impohible forthe Saints to be under the Covenant of Works, uni 


-—_ 


dience, the Goſpel, the Righteouſneſs of Faith. 7 
*The Law revealeth Sin, rebuketh us for Sin, and leaves/us in it, but tt 


RX PLE y9 SS =.dA» SF MP APO Bc ann AQCGGO HOTmMry mn ASwWwcSHoD MI 


a ik,-t - 


a... 


I 
* 
_- 


(17) 


the former Diſpenſation, and yet in the Covenant of Grace ; for I woutd 
know, Whether or not, they were not, at that time, under the Miniftrati- 
on of that Covenant ? but what, -tho? no ſooner did they believe in Chrift, 
the Promiſed Seed, but they were delivered from the of the Law. 
Noz is this any ſtrange Thing,- For are-not all now, in theſe'/Days, under 
the Diſpenſation of Golpel ? yer, untill Mon and Women believe in 
Chriſt, they abide till -under.the e of the Law of the Firſt Covenant 
for Chriſt is aoc-the. end of. the Law to all the'World, (46 as ſome erro- 
neouſly aſlert,  j. (6. all are juſtified in God's fight, from the Curſe of rhe 
Law) a he:is only \;he end of the, Law, —_— gh: coulne/; to every one that 
belerye:b, ro-them, and to no other: Adult Perton'» Therefore Men might 
be under the oneward Diſpenſation of the Law of Works; and yet through 
Faith, be Juſtified ; and alſo, others may be, and are now, 7 os the Du 
penlation. of the Golpel ; and yet, jor not believing io Chriſt, be Con- 
demned, and under the Curſe .of the Law: For the Goſpel is not "the 
Cauſe of our. Sickneſs, but our 'GCurez--none believing, is the refufaFof 
the Medicine : So thatthere's no Reaſon for him to ſay, (becauſe we aflert 
this) © That the Godly, under that Diſpentation, hung mid-wayPbetwixr 
© Lite, and Death, Jultification, and - mnation'; and after Death, 
© mid-way - berwixt Heaven, and-Hell,” p. 180. : Pherefore; as all chat? 
under the Diſpenſation of the Law, or Covenant of Works, were fared 
by Faich , in. the Promiſe of Chriſt, or by the Covenant of” Grace, 
Airabam ( faith our Saviour) ſaw my Day,. and was glad, fo without'Faith, 
or Intereſt in Chriſt, ſuch that live. under the Diſpenfation-of the Goſpel, 
cannot be faved,z nor -arexthey delivered iron the:Curie-of the Baw; 
Covenant of Works... T. YC, (1@ conclude with this, ) is: evidene; thi 
Covenant of Works, though/but"one;/(as to the ſubſtance of it) | 
was ſeveral Minittrations of-it; as-icwas given alſo upon different Ends 
and Deſigns by,che Lord 5 And therefore, becauſe the: faid Covenant of 
Works was firſt given to, 44a, (by vertue of which he was accepred, and 
juſtiied 10 his. ingocency). Conld: not! God give tortly a Second Alldition, 
Miniſtration, qr Tran/crips,ot is Ri eſs, and Holy Law; equi 
perfect Obedience,.thouzh not to Jultification, : yer-to aggravate their” 
and fo-to their uſt Condemnation 4, \And. doth not che-Apoſtle affert the 
lame Thing ? | Roms 3+ 19,29. compared with "Row. 7:13. Gul. 3:39 But 
faith Bilhop Uſber. pts F414 £5 | : (0 5 4am 
Queſt. Doth wot God wrong ta Mets , 39 require of - bims,. thatvbe. 4s wat able to 
orm : ; "——_—_ 4 , 
Anlw. He Anſwers .* No z\ for God made Man fo, that he might-have 
* performed it; but he, by Sin, ſpoiled: himſelf, and Poſteriry-of thote 
* Gifts. Therefore, WI 


Tp. proceed. L.do affirm; That 'always, rally, when the Apoſtle 
Ipeaks. of the Old Covenant, or. Covenant af Works be palles by, in flenes 


, 
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the Covenant made with Adam, and more immediately, and rey, 
lies it unto the Simi Covenant, and to that of Circumciſion, as all care. 
ul Readers, who read the Epiſtlesto the Romans, Galatians, and to the B. 

brew:, may clearly find. wt | 

And farther, to evincethe Truth we contend for ; "tis evident, That. 
though chere is {and ever was) | but one Covenant of Grace, yet nothing 
more plain then that there were ſeveral diltint Additions of it,alcho' weky, 
” Promiſe or Goſpel 911 = _ _ the m_ m all Apes, 
re of the Things promiſed, wit ature and Quality tt 
mh is a free and abſolute Covenant, without Works, 'or Conditiods'd 
foreſeen As of Obedience, or Righteouſneſs done, by the Creature what. 
 foever, Rom: 4. F- 

The Subſtance, and Effential Part of this Goſpel Covenant, as to the 
Promiſes of it, is Chriſt, Faich, a New Heart, Regeneration, Remiffion d 
Sins, Sandtification, Perſeverance, and everlaſting Life : Yer, this Eran. 

elical Covenant, had divers Forms, Additions, or Tranſcripts of it, which 
lenified thoſe Things , and the various Sanions, by which it was given 
forth, and confirmed. 

To 44am, the Promiſe of it was under the Name Of che Seed of the 
Woman, bruiſing the Head of the Serpent. To Enoch, Noah, SCC. in other 
Terms. To Abraham, under the Name of His Seed, im whos all rhe Nat 
ons of tbe Earth ſhould be bleſſed. To Moſes, by the Name of 4 ww 

phet among bis Brethren ;, and it was ſignified alſo unto him under Sha 

| dows, and Sacritices. Unto David, under the Name of A Succeſſour in 
medem. To other Prophets, more clearer ſtill matle known, Uno wi 
Child is born; a Woman ſhall compaſs a Man; a New Covenant 1 will make, 
In the New Teſtament, in plain Words, Fe all, with opew face, beboldin 
a in a glaſs, rhe glory of the Lord, 2 Cor. 3. 18+ | 

But now, becauſe there were ſo many Additions, or Miniftrations of tht 
Goſpel, or New Covenant, Doth it follow, there are ſo many New U 
venants? This being ſo, Mr. Flavel hath done nothing to remove Mr. Cay 
Arguments, but they ſtand firm : -For he ſays not , the Sma; Mil 
{tration of the Covenant of Works, was ordained to j {ankind; 
nor was it poſbble it could, after a Man had ſinned; and yer in its Natur 
an abſolute Covenant of Works, or de for Li'e,-or Periſh. The Man tis 
doeth thefe Things, ſhall live in them. . a 

Oby. 9. Circumciſion could not oblige the Fews, in its own Nature, t0 

the whole Law, becauſe Paul Circurmeiſed Timothy : If, in the wery 

of the Att, i had bound Timothy to heep the Law fer Fuſtification, 
could it have been Paul's Liberty ſo ro do? ſaith My. Flavel, which be affertt 
wes, Gal. 2b 4-P: 226. | | 
 4ujw.x. T ircumcifion did oblige the Jews to keep the whole 

s evident, Gal. 5. 3. and,-as I hinted before, our Learned Annorators, 
the aid place, ſpeak the ſame Thing poſitively, Take more largely tt 
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rery Words : © They were obliged to one Part of the Law ; muſt 
* be obliged to all ether Parts of it 5 beſides, that Ce na an 
© owning, and wr ws, 31nd the whole Law, &c. 

O4j. © But did not the Fathers then, by being Circumciſed, acknowled 
* themauſcives Debtors to the Law ?. (be Anſwers) Yes, they Sd acknowledge 
© themſelves bound to the obſervation of it, and to.endure (upon thehrea«- 
© ing of ig) the Curſe of it ; but they were diſcharged from char Fong 
* tion, by believing in Chriſt, who was made a Curſe for. them, that 
© migit redeem them from the Curſe of the Law. Thus Pool's Annotations, 

2, Put, as to Paws Circumcifing Timorby, it was, when he knew Cir- 
cumciſion was aboliſhed ; and therefore, it could not oblige, him, Paw welt 
knew, to keep the Law. Sith no Law, in its own Nature, can obliges.any 
Perſon, —_— the Nature, and Quality of it, when "tis abrogated 
and in no force, tho' he ſaw it was his Liberty, for ſome Reaſons to do it: - 
But thoſe Chriſtians, corrupted by falſe Teachers, did not believe, That 
Circumciſion, and.other Legal Rices, were aboliſhed, -but that they were 
in full Force as ever; and therefore, he tells them, (granting it- Was, as 
they believed) if chey were Circumalſed, they were. obliged\to keep the 
whole Law, tho' his great Deſign was to take them off from, ſeeking Juſti- 
fication by Works. 

3. 'Tis evident,..Pax! did not Circumciſe Tony, in Obedience to the 
Law given by the Lord ; but for other Politick Reaſons, in complying 
with the weakneſs of fome Jewiſh Chriſtians : After the ſame manner he 
{ubmitted to ſome ogher Rites alſo, of the Ceremonial Law, as ſhowing the 
bead, and purifying himſelf, which, was then alſo aboliſhed, cho' not deadly, 
ſay Expoſitors, ther Gough thoſe Ceremonies, were. dead, and fo.nothing 
in them, A#. 21. 24. Circumciſion was, alas ! dead, and this Peul knew, 
therefore could not hurt 7imorhy : But thoſe, ro: whom he wrote, thought — 
it was alive ; and therefore, it would not only hurt, but deſtroy them; of 
be deſtructive to them, upon the Account of the Obligation it lay. them 
under, if it was as they. conceived. This being fo, What-is become of 
Mr. Faves Argument, which he makes ſuch boalt of, as if, uganſwerable? 
Pap, 231. : "XZ 

Oby. to. The Root is Holy, therefore the Branches ; that is, as Abraham was 
Hays Jo were all bis Seed ; and as Believers are Holy, ſo are all their Children x 

as the natural Branches of Abraham was broken of for their Unbelief,, ſo 
the Gentiles are grafted in, in their ftead, and ſucceed in, their Privileges, and ſo 
their Seed are Holy, with an external relative Covenam Holincſs, Rom. 1 1. 16, 


or Bang and bave Right to Church Memberſhip. 
mri da a Fo wo fold Holineſs ſpoken ot : | 
1f. An external federal Holineks. | p 
_24. A True ſpiricual inherent Holineſs. = Fg \ SIA $/ 
* 1 an forced torepedt this Anſwer again; alſo you have < @ large in Reftor Refliied, is Ac- 
Rr aka) Pgg- 108, 109, RA wy 0M | > hens -» 
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Now the Children of Believing Gentiles, are not Holy with an ext 
nal relative federal Holineſs nor have they a Right ro Baptiſm, nor Churgy - 
Menbc:Hhip, for Two Reaſons: | 

Firſt, Becauſe Baptiſm is of mere poſitive Right, nothing but a Cam, 
mand, Frample, or ſome well grounded Authorityfrom C rift, that @n 
give them n Righe thereto, ; & bo" T7 

8%::1y, Becauſe the Goſpel Church is not conſtiruted, as the Jewik 
Church was, 'tis not National, but C —_— : it conſiſteth not of 
the carnal -eed as fach, but only of the ſpiritual Seed, #e. AdulePer- 
ſors who believe. Where do we find, in all the New Teftam 
That the Children of Believers as ſuch, were Baptiſed, and 
into® the Church, as being in an external relative Covenant ? 

Mr. The. Goodwin (as 1 find him quoted by a Learned Writer, in a 
called Two Treatiſes, p. 65.) faith, © In the New Teſtament, there is ns 
* other Holineſs ſpoken .of , but Perſonal, or Real, oy RopcRton yy 
© bout which, he challenged all the World, to ſhew ro 'the contrary.” 
have ſhewed you, The Ax is laid at the Root of all external, edt, fell 
Helineſs, which qualified under the Law, 'for Jewiſh Ordinances, at 
Church Memberſhip. -— Burt "I 
3 We will now come to examine this Text of Holy Scripture, Rom. 11, 
16, There are various Interpretations of what is meant by the Root in thi 


1.)-Svome underſtand it of the Covenant: 

2. Some of Chrif. 

3- Some of Abrabam, Ifaac, and Jacob: 
4- Some of Abraham only, | 


I'now agree with the laſt, and'ſay Abraham is the Root ſpoken of Het 
But- pray obſerve, as he was a Two-fold'/Father, ſo he was a Two-lolf 
Root :+ Firſt, The Father, or Root of all that believe, Secordly, The Þ 
ther, or Root ef all his Natural Seed as ſuch; but this place referrs ro hit 
as-he was the Root: of all his True ſpiritual Seed ; fo, the Holi 
of the Branches is real, ſpiritual, and internal ;, (and not external feed 
Holinefs) for ſach, as is the Holineſs of the Root (as' meant here) fich 
the Holincks of the Branches ;- but Abraham was believingly, perſonilly 
ſpiritually, and internally Holy, Ergo, ſuch are all the Branc j 
here And indeed; for want of Faith,” and"ſpirituat Holineb, that \ 
the Root. were many of the Natural Branches broken of; from'being 
more a People, ir+ an external Covenant Relation” with God; for th 
the Cove::unt I have ſhewed; The Ax 4s now laid at the Root of, <z.1 
External Covenant. The Jews were broken off, or cut down by t! 
Unbeliet; their Old Church State, and Covenant being gone, t & 
believing in Chriſt, and fo united to. the True Olive, x Sp Gentiles 
— Each, Were. grafted. in; chey having obtained the- Farwe/i of 1ohe. Roy! 
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Faith, ads. of Abriham, and of che Covenant of Grace made 


with vim, ds {rh Father of all thar believe. 
+ SIS 


re meant, is Firſt, in reſpe& of God's Election, 
1,2 7 olives peitmal and-inherenc in IE ow. arvig 


« Iris alſo a pre Þ derivative, not from any Anceſtors, but dbra- 
not-as a natural Father, but as a ſpiritual Eather, or Father of the 
© faichfull'; and. ſo- derived fromthe Covenant 'of Grace wade with Abra- 
© han. 

From hence it appears, There is nothing in this ANuſtrious Script 
what theſe Men bring it, who think hereby to grove a Holingls, wu oy oe 
New Teſtament knows nothing of; ;ophing. ng, the Holineſs and ſeat 
outward Diſpenſation, —— in the viſible Chorch, which is meant of 
ving Grace, in the inviſible, and make every believin Parent, like Root ta 
his Poſteriry with Abraham, to his Seed ; which bay a 

Let therefore the Jews Covenant, ftandi ing. betore ehoy were. broken off 
(from being any more'a Covenant People, be what ic would, Lam fure 
no Gene i grate into Chriſt, nor ſew neither, but by Faith ; nor can 
any be into the” Golpel Church, withont the Proteflion of luch a 
Faith, 

The Jews, ?ris- true, were broken off 'their Unbele!, and. wece: allo 
now no more a Church ; nog is there (as once betore) any- ſuch 
kind of Church, conſticuted under the , as theirs was, 
viz. A National ene : For they, amonglt the Jews, who. were. True Be- 
hevers, (or che ſpicicual Seed o "Abviahew who receiving Jeſus Chriſt by 
Faith, were planted a-new into the Goſpel Church 5 and berween them, 
and Gentile Believers, there is m” difference, ſince the middle Wall of Par- 
tition is broken down, Eph. 2.. 14. Jew, and Gemile, ſtand now by Faith, 
and not by external, key - ovenant_ Holineſs. Thou ftandeth, ( faith 
Paul) by Faiths O Believer ! We it) nor Thy Birth, Pyivileges; hut by, 
by Faith; (as worthy Mr Thy ftanding'i is.by Tan A 
{north thy 'Faith, £ Py x and they, by 

aich® ahi hat, by De nd: and,nox hy Sod) 
* haſt Righero ſtand in the C urth, and nor £ ; buc if thy Seed have 
* Faith, and thou haft-none, then they have Righc 0 my Tn and thou. 


*ſhalr be xcluded. ” And, hemp under the Law, . we.denysnot, but: 


of Abrehem, were all-Holy, with an 


olineſs ; conſequendly, were 
icipation of Cu Dro, 5 nom 


pa ed 19 'ay, and all thi 
2.0, 5, 16,17. JESS 
iD are ae :d; and'mantier of Adin: into ir, by Extes bangs Birch 2A tyre 
ve CovenahtHolite's ; and "tis.very. evident this " 
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81d bath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolifel 
in bis fleſh, even the law of commandments, contained in orliuanets, 10 male 
#n bimſelf, of twain, one new man, ſo making Peace, verl. 1 Lo 
The Legal External Covenant made with the Jews, whilſtit abode, wy 
a Wall of Separation, or Partition berween them, and the Gentiles, and 
cauſed Enmity in them Þ»ch, in the Jews, becauſe they contemned the 
Gentiles, as 2 P*op!: Uncican, and Abominable ; not being Circumciſed 
they Hated them. : And the poor Gentiles, they ſeeing themſelves ourgf 
the Covenant, and fo deemed Strangers and Foreigners, and without God in 
the World, they envied the Jews : t now Jeſus Chriſt has broken 
chis Wall of Partition, and ſlain the Enmity that was between them, whi 
was the Ceremonial Law, and Covenant of Circumciſion, and all otherey 
cernal Privileges, as they were God's peculiar Covenant People, and thele be. 
ing aboliſhed, and gone, now both Jew and Gentile are made one in Chriſt, 
and become one new Body, or Church, viz. A. Chriſtian Goſpel Church 
And hence he adds, And, that he might reconcile both anto God, m one 
the Croſs, ver. 16. That is, The outward Wall of Jewiſh Rites, - and 
vileges being gone, Chriſt thereby deſigned, to bring both Jew, and Ge 
tile: (viz. all the Ele&) nod wy and both into one Church State, no:-Per 
fon, nor People now, having any external Privilege above others, by the 
Goſpel Covenant : And it the Jews external Birth-Privileges, wers 3 
Wall of Partition between thei, and the 'Gentiles, let Men "take; heed 
how they ſet np another like Wall of Partition, among them, -who are'Be 
lievers, and their and Unbelicving Gentiles, and their Seed, k 
that prove a ground and cauſe of like Enmity berween Ry and uns 
believing Gentiles, as the Old Rites, and Covenant Privileges did, between 
Jews, and Gentiles. | "Wat 
But to open that Text, Roms. x7. 16, a little more fully, as I have for 
merly done, 'tis evident the Apoſtle, in the 9:h, and 10th. Chapters to tt 
Romans, is treating of the EleQion of Grace, and of the enant 
Grace, God made with- Abraham : Theſe were his People which he 
not caſt away, chap. ro..1. And of this ſort, God 7000. in 
Days, ver. 4. Even ſo, ſaith be, at this preſent time alſo there's 6, 


” ” a” 
cording to the eleftion of £79, ver. 5: Hence he fays, What, hen. {reel bath 


mor obtained, Bec. but the Eleftion hath obtarned, the reſt were blinded, ver.7: 
He farther ſhews, That abundance of the natural of Abr wo 
broken off, How were they broken off? Why, for cheir | ” 

not Receiving Chriſt , but Reje&ed Him , and the Goſpel ; 


New Church were broken off ; but that © ale 
them, the Apoſtle ſhews, There is g! perky er 


by 


long to the Eletion of Grace, ſhall, in God's due time, be bronght ne 


gain, and fo partake of the Bleſſings of the Goſpel Covenant, « 

pains to Abrahams ſpirkrual Secd ; = prove this, he 

ver. 16. lays down an Argument ; /Fir, if the Fi its 4 be 
4 als Holy, and if the Roor be' Holy, I As Pond as ; 
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and I lame thing ; Abraham being c the 

Root; Or Father, 2s God repreſents him, (no -1- (X fa own axed OF. 

ſpring) but of all thar believe, or the Roor of all his true, holy, and fpiricu- 
EEE we piety 6 ma 

Frrſt-fruits, ma meant, 1/aac, Facob, all the Patr;- 

nd? for were gi Ffarnd as the Firſt-fruits of the Covenanc 

of Grace, ar ree Promiſe of God to him; and theſe were Holy, with a 


F 
rrue, ſpiritual , perſonal, and inherent Holineſs : Allo, 

Thir _ —d-gex + inn: poburk: and doubtleſs is) the whole Bo- 
dy of t , or fpiricual Seed of Abrabam, from the time the Firſt 
fruits were given to him, untill the Goſpel Nays, or whole Lump of Gods 
true [racl, who alſo were all Holy as the Roof, and Frft-fruits, were Holy. 

Fourthly, by the , he means, the crue ſpiritual Seed of Abrabam, 
or the Seed, that then were living at that preſent time, as wer. 5. 
Even ſo then, at this time alſo, there is a remnant, according to the Elee+- 
on of Grace. And _ were Holy likewiſe, even as qo gr rog = 
Root ; Firſt-fraits, Lump, or Whole Body were » thats, all t 
the ſpiritual Seed of Abraham, were Nike himſelf, viz. Holy, in a Goſpel 
Senſe, with a'perſonal and inherent Holineſs, Now obſerve, he ſpeaks of 
fome Branches that were broken off, theſe ſeemed to be Branches, or Chil- 
dren of Abraham : And fo they were according to the Fleſh ; (but were 
like thoſe Branches in Chriſt, who bear nd Fruit, Joh. 15. 2, 3, 4. and therefore 
taken away) he alludes, to the natural Seed of Abraham, to whom he ſtood, 
not, as a ſpiritual Facher, or Roor, but 'as a natural, and legal Father, as 
they were a National Church, and ſprang from him as fuch, to whom the 
external legal Covenant was made; and theſe as ſuch, for rejecting of 
Chrift, were broken off, (1.) Not broken off from the Ele&ion of Grace, 
for to that they did not-belong. (2.) Nor were they broken off of the 
Goſpel Church, for they never were grafted into that : but (3dh,) they 
were broken off from being any more a. Church, or People, in Covenant 
with God, the whole Old Chuch State, and Conſtitution, being gone, 
the coming in of the __ Diſpenſation, and they not cloſing in wit 
Chriſt, in the Covenant of Grace, and Goſpel Church, but utterly reje- 
Qed him, and the New Church Swate : For this they were broken off as a 
loſt becauſe not re-planred, or implanted into Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
true Golpel Church, the $1 being gone, quite raſed, and taken away : 

have now no Ret to ſtand upon, having loſt their Legal-ſtanding, 
and Privileges, as Abraham was. their Father, upon that racy rome of Ac; 
count, and they not a ing to be the true Branches, or of Abra> 
bars, as he was the Father of all the Faithful, or of all the Elect Seed, they 
muſt, of necefley, from hence be broken off, from being the People. of 
God, or belonging -þus Me">u Head, or Root, in any Covenant Re- 


tion to God, at all ; Difpenſaction being changed, the Old Houſe 


{ 24 "Mp \ 
pulled down 4gar, and her Son, calt out. Old things paſt away, and all thy; 
being now, become New. - {Tn 

Bur this New State, New Bleſſings, and New ChurehPrivileges 
jected, and fo were the natnral Branches broken off, and:the Gentiles. 
ere wild by Nature, that is, Never Were In any viſible Cayenanc State "ith 
(God, nor, in any ſenſe. related to /vraham, as a Root) were gratt 
the 77 Olive; Jeſus Chriſt, and into the Goſpel Church and. to Þ 
of the tap, and fatneſs of the Root, and of the Qlive, that 1 of the 
ritnal Bleſſings of Chriſt, and of the Covenant of Gra | with | 
ham, znd Privileges of the Goſpel Church ;_ and this they received, 
partook of us, as being firſt grafted by ſaving Faith in Chriſt, and ſo uny 
co his Myſtical Body. But ſince, there are a great Number of the. natur 
Branches, that are ha for their Father's ſake, that is, for their F 
Abraham's ſake, as the Root, and Father of all: the Ele& Seed, t 
in due time, be graftcd in again, and ſo become a People ou owned gt 
God, and in Covenant with him, as the True Seed now | 
tormerly- were. A | 

. And if this be conſidered. What doth this Text do, to prove the natun 
Secd of Belicvers are in the Goſpel Covenant, or are mg alatively 
and federally Holy ; for if the natural Seed of Abraham can lay no dan 
nor have any Right to Goſpel Precepts, or Privileges as ſuch, hut are buy 
ken off, What ground is ers for us, to think within our ſelves, that! 
or our natural Of ſpring, as ſuch, ſhould be taken in; and fo anothes Wall 
of Partition, and cauſe of Enmity, ſet up between believing, and unbeligh 
ing Gentiles, and their Seed as ſuch ? ws 

The Apoſtle ſpeaks, not of Branches, or of being Holy with an cxtes 
nal, relative Covenant Holineſs, but of fuch a fpiritual Goſpel Holmes 
that was in the Root, viz. Abraham, who believed im God, and it was ca 
red to him for Rightcouſneſs : | And thus, all his true ſpiritual who af 
aQtual Branches, and in Covenant are Holy, and alfo, all the of Aly 
ham, not yer called, are diſcretively Holy, or in God's fight fo, who 6 
things that are not, as if they were ; they arc all Holy in his Account, and Wh 
wed for therr Father”s ſake, with whom the Covenant of Grace was mail 
tor himſelf, and all his ſpiritual Seed :- And *tis from this Argument, us 
Apoſtle argues, for the calling of the Jews, and grafting them in, who. 
long to the EleRtion' of Grace. —-- . 

herefore, therc is no ground for Infants Church Memberſhip," or 5 als 
from hence, and thoſe who make every Believer a common Heac + 
Root of their natuzal Off ſpring, as 4braham was, either wa k know! 
what tlicy affirm, nor wha they ſay : ſce Ret/or Refified, © Morcover, Wk 
Jews, . who were broken off, are ſtill the nartical Seed of Abtrabams; nd 1 
red ws bn yo 4 external, relative, faderal.Holing6. ® 
are ſtill in that Senſe Holy, as 'far forth: as Child of believing Genti 
as ſuch, can be faid to be; but, 'tis rite a. is not or Io. 
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which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, norcis'thereany ſuck Holinefs, under the -GoCſ. 

pel Diſpeniation, {pokernof, -as/ 20 thar 'Text, in T Cor. 7. 14. Elſe were 
our Children unclean,-but noware:they'Holy-—— this is fo fully anſwered 


& chat lar TrearteEntieuled, The. Recor Rettify'4, 8c. that I thall 


nothing now to it; for'from-the Scope of the place, %is evident,the Apo- 
tle fpeaks of 'Matrimonial 'SanQitication,and of the Holineſs of Legitima- 
tion, lee "pag. 134- to 149. fo that there Mr. Rothwell hath bis Arguments 
anſwered, touching Infants ftzdoral Holineſs under the Law, &+. 

Obj. 11; Tf the Children of -Belicvers, 4s ſuch, are-not mow under the Goſpe, 
* Covenant 'with- them, and ſo to be admitted Members of the Church as 4 
merly, then the Privileges of the Gaſpel Covenant (and Memberſhip) are frait- 
md, and fewer than they were under the Law, Mr. R's. Pedo-Baptifinu 
ap. 2. 3. ; 
bo "Tis not 'once to be ſuppoſed, but that the External or Tempo- 
fal Privileges of the” Fews under the 'Law , © were more and lar 9 
well as Church-Memberſhip ) than 'thole we have under the Dif 
zenfation, ſince their Charch was national, and their Promiſes and Pri- 
vileges conſiſting in'earthly Bleflings 2 ( as they were a People conſidered 
in that old Covenant Relation) for the Jewiſh Teachers or Prieſts of God 
had many external Privileges, which no Goſpel Minifter-can once pre- 
tend unto: | | | - 

Miniſter's Sons had all a Right to the Miniſtry, they had a Right to the 
Tenths of all their Brethren's Increaſe and firft Fruits, and a multitude 
ff other Advantages beſides, viz. they had a Ciwil Grvernment of their 
wn, Power to puniſh Capital Offenders with Death; their Temporal Ru- 
lers were- among themſelves, brit Chriſt hath nor fer up ſuch a Goſpel po- 
tical Chtirch-Seate, or given ſuch Power and 'flich'a Governmene to his 

hurch under the Goſpel : what will be in the Kingdom of Chriſt inthe 

t-days we know not. — 

They 'had 'a lovely and fruitful Land given to them for "their Inheri- 
ance, that flowed with Milk and\Honey, they were promiſed ourward Peace, 
Riches, and gat ' of "mech "Wealth, fo are not we'; they had 2 glorious 
xternal Temple , and what not ; allo all their natural Off-fpring, were 
dorn Members of their Church. But none of theſe Privileges can we 
ry Claim amto; all: that are to be admitted 'into the Goſpel-Church, 

ve only a Right by -Regerieration (by the ſecond Birth) and not by 

firſt Birth ; we are ro expert Perſecution and trouble in the World, 
nd not Peace and Profperity;; Poverty 'and Want, ' and” not Riches: or . 
arthly Fulneks : yet our Privileges are better and greater under the Go- 
pel, than theirs were under the Law, the _ Covenant being eſta- 
| - upon better Promiſes : Our Children mn Mp of - under 
he clear and glorion q 7 and Preaching of pel z whi ney, 
d-txirs had then He Fro hs but in dark ſhadows, moreover he pe 
tion Wall being now broken down, the __ Charch is n6t-confin'd w 

| e 
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the one People or Nation only, but now all, In all Nations of the War, 
who believe and embrace Chriſt by ſaving Fairh; whether Few: or Gentile 
are Joint-heirscogether, and have Interelt in like ſpiritual Bleflings, noy 
greater Infuſions of. the Spirit. Alas! what Privileges had the poorGe- 
tiles under the Law, and-their Children ? Is not the! matter well amende] 
with us? Sir, this being ſo, what is become of your Rational Argumeng 
for Infant Baptiſm ? p. 2, 3. | h 

Obj. 12. Circumciſion tn the wery diref and primary End of it, teached Ma, 
the Corruption of bis Nature by ſin, and the Mortification of fin ; therefute 
Covenant of Warks, or Condition of it. ( to this. purpoſe Mr. Flavel jprab, 

ap. 221.  " 
: p< I anſwer, though it ſhould be granted, that Circumciſion hal 
ſich an End, yet that, that was the dire& and primary End of it, he pron 
not ; for the dire& and more unmcfiate End and Deſign thereof ( we hy 
proved ) was ſomething elſe, alchough we grant it was a dark Sign, Typ 
or Figure of that they ſpeak of, wiz. to diſcover the-Coiruption of :Nawe 
by ſin, and the Mortitication thereof, and fo alſo did moſt of the Ce 
monies of the Law : but doth ittherefore follow, thoſe Ceremonies (al 
ſo Circumciſion ) did not appertain to that Miniſtration of the Coven 
of Works God gave by \Moſes to the People of J/rael,. which-is .abrog 
and done away. Muſt the Shadow or Sign be part of the Subſtanca, 
belong, or appertain to the Subſtance ? oi 

Wheretore, (as Mr.Cary well faith,) until they can prove the Sinai 
naut and Ceremonial Law, &c. not to be in their own Nature a Covenal 
of Works , this which they obje& here, has nothing in it,z ſince Say 
the Paſſoper, &c. as well as Circumciſion, were Types. of, Chriſty ay ;0il 
Gol; I- Myſteries likewiſe: and indeed Mr. Have leems to me to run: ups 
Miſtake all. along in his Anſwer to Mr. Cary,. as if the latter makes ni 
ſtintion between Adam's Covenant of Works, and-thoſe after Adminiltr 
tions of the ſame Old Covenant : for Mr. Cary, I ama ſatisfied,means no mt 
than what I have faid, viz. That they agree in Nature and ty, 
Adm bad Life.and Juſtification by his own perfe& Obedience unto. ul 
Law or Covenant, while he ſtood, and it was given: to him to that en 
yer God gave not the Sinas Covenant, which required ſeg Obedience, tot 

"End Man might be thereby juſtified ; nor was it poſſible he could, ſince] 
had ſianed, and loft his power to obey : but Ln Law contains a (6 
Tranteript of ;the firſt Law, and 1o of the Holineſs. of God; and of tt 
Righteouſnels Man originally had, andloſt ; and of the Impoſlibility 
his being juſtined, without ſuch a compleat and perfe&t Righteouſneſs i 
the Lav as written, in the two Tables, was given in 4 a, upon\W 

; >core or Account \I have mentioned) to I7rael, in Subſerviency to the G8 
ſps!, and edit. was annexed the Ceremonies, to ſhew that a p Sats 

- faction. muſt, be made for the breach of God's Holy ' 


w, and .that Wt 
muſt be by Blood, rho". nor by blood 'of Buils or Goats, Fe they m\ght is 
| © underſtod 
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underſtood, that by them, the Sacrifice and. Blood of Chriſt was figured, - , 
could they have ſeen to the end;..or parpo:t of them, 

Therctore' the. trug Diſtinction hies here, wiz, Both are the firſt Cove- 
hant of Works ; both ſhew Man. nwit live;- and fin not-if he weuld be 
juſtified in God's ſight : the firſt ig, Man's Innocency, anſwered the end of 
4 Covenant of. Works ; the ic Adminiſtration thereof could not give 
Life, nor. was it given to that end; but it anſwered the end tor which God 
gave it : and fo much to this Objection. | 

Obj. tz. You cannot, deny, but Circuonciſion ſealed, the. Righteon'neſs of Faith 
to Abraham, and how can you prove a,Seal of.. the Covenant of | Warks can be ap- 
plied to ſuch a uſe and. ſervice? Thus Mr. rd, P--234+/ 

Anlw. 1. Lanſwer firſt, who of. us ſay that Circumciſion was a Seal of 
the Covenant of Works ? there is a-great difference berween- a Seal of a 
Covenant,and cop 1a was given as a big or Token of that legaland ex- 
ternal Covenant God made wich all Abrabaw's natural Seed- as ſuch, and: 
that Circumciſion was fuch a Sign we have before ſhewed ; as-allo of their 
having the Covenant or Law of Adcun; Sinai, and Land: of Canaan given 
to them, fc. | 

2. But that Circumciſion-was a Seal of chat Faith; 4braham himſelf had, 
(not being yet Circumciſed). and: that he ſhould be the Father of all. thar 
believe, Paul poſlibly affirms, Rem. 4. 16. - and yet it might well be of uſe” 
to himalſo, as.4 Sign or- Token of thole- other Covenant Rights and Bleſ- 
ſings granted 'to his natural Ott-ipring, is evident. 

$ And from hence we have proved, that Circumciſion could not be fo, 


a Seal of the Righreplneh of Faith to any, ather.Perlon or Perſons, none 


having the like Faith before they were Circumeciſed, as Abrabam had ; nor. 
were they made common Fathers to .all true Believers, whecher Fe: or 
Gentiles. ; | LIE Jo ro ry 

Obj. 14. Where the Covenant of Circumciſion is by the Apoſtle contra-diſtin- 
rujhed to the Covenant of Faith , Rom. 4. 13. the Law in that place, is 
pu ſtrictly for the- pure Law of Nature, and, metatypically fignified the Works of 
the Law, P«. 23F: | CW aye OE ' ""_ 

Anſw. ” ur ſe no Man befides Mr.Flavel, ever. aſſerted ſuch a thing 
as this is : I would know how Circumciſion (a meer poſitive Precepe).came 
to be a part of the Pure Law of. Nature 2 for: 'tis- evident; thac +the Law 
Paul contra-diſtinguiſheth from the Rightcouſnels of Faith, had Circum- 
ciſion in it, of elf the ſame Apoſtle needed not to have taken-fuch pains 
to have diſtinguiſhed between Circumciſion and the. Righteouſnes of-Faith 3" 
and had Circumciſion appertained to. the Righteouſneb. of Faith, -or beers 
2 Goſpel. Covenant, why doth he exclude it with the Law from being fo - 
counted ? read v. 10,11, 12, 13. HL. 
2. The Law therefore, of which the Apoſtle Ipcaks, is-that Miniltra- 
tion of the Law. given to Trael, of w_ Circumcilion | was part, and ſo 

| 2 ; of 
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of the like Nature and' Quality with it ; and beth contra-diſtinguiſied 
to the Covenant of Grace, or to the Righteouſneſs of Faith. | | 
And chat the Law here is put ſtrictly for the pure Law of Nature,is whol. 
Iy without Reaſon, Proof, or Demonſtration ; what Law doth the Apoltl 
peak of in the preceding Chapters, andallo* in this, ſee chap. 3. 1,4, 
is it not that he calls the Oracles of God, or Lively Oracles, A. 7. 38. 
given. on Mount Sinai ? The Law of Nature, and the written Law con. 
tained in the two Tables, are all one and the fame Law; as to the Subs 
ſtance of them, they are m——_—_— the ſame, tho? not formally. ;- both 
convinced of Sin , both bring Sinners under Guilt and" Condemys, 
tion, and ſo that all Mouths may be fopped, and all the Warld become guilty be 
fore God, Rom. 7 19. both are a Rule to walk oy , both Witneſſes for 
God, but neither of them can give Lite, nor jultihe the. Sinner in the 
ſight of God, v. 20. Therefors neicher' of them are any part of the Co 
venant of Grace, for if one of them is a part of it, both of them are”; 
the Law of Nature be not ſo, the Law written in the Tables of Stots 
was not fo : yet the Fes had the Advantage of the Gentile;, becauſe their 
Law was wrote in far more legible Chara&ters than the dimm Law 'of Nv 
ture, Roys. 3. 2. as well as.in many other refpeds. | 
: Obj. The denying Baptiſm to Infants, hinders the Progreſs. of. the Chriſtian Kt- 
10 40s | 
, That Principle which binders the Progreſs of the Chriſtian Religin, can b 
no Chriſtian Doctrine 3' but the dewying Baptiſm to Infants, binders the Progreſs 
the Chriſtian Religion; therefore ſuch a Principle can be no Chriſtian Dofrine, thi 
is Mr. RothwelPs main Argument, pag, 2, 3- to prove the Minor thus be 
argues, (wit. ) == | | Fr ay 
2. That Princip which mitkes'the Ebvenant of Grace leſs beneficial and eats. 
ſroe than the Covenant of Works, hind:rs the Propagation of the Chriſt ian Ril- 
gion | but the former Principle does ſo. Ergo, a 
To prove the Minor of this Argument, he adds another, wiz. That Pri: 
ciple which allows not as great Immunities, Benefits and Privileges to. rhe Cave 
nant of Grace, as to the Coyenant of Works, makes the Covenawt of Grace ti 
beneficial and extenſwoe than the Covenant of Works; but the Principle #hat denin 
Bapri)m to Infants, does (o, Ergo. þ y 
Anſw. 1, This Gentleman calls theſe Rational Arguments; but IT have no- 
thang but his own word- for it: but to ordchnd. th ſhould have ſhewed 
what” thoſe Immunitics/ and Benefits were in the Covenant of Wark, 
which we by denying Jnfants Baptiſm, render the Privileges of the G& 
venant ot Grace tobe lefs than thoſe were : *but, do you not intimate here- 
by, that Circameifion belonged to the Covenant of Works ? and if fo, it 
vain do you urge Circumciſion as a Privilege ; and alfo ſince the Covenalit 
of Works is abrogated, whar is there in, your Arguments for the baptizgl 
of Infagts ? For all Jew;ſh Rites and Privileges may be forced tpon the Chi 
{tian Wor _ SS may ea up . 
an World by this Argument of yours, or clſs we may lay, the Privik- 
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(. 39 ) 
ges of the Goſpel are Teſs than the Privileges of the ex under the Cover 
nant of Works ; which I have already antwered. x 

2. His mentioning that Paſſage of Calm, is remote to his purpole, he 
ſpeaks of the-Covenant of Grace made with Abraham, nu of the Covenant 
of Works, which we ſay is not curtaifd by Chriſt's coming, but .is every 
way as extenſive now, as it was from the beginning : but we have proved 
that there was a Two-fold Covenant made with Abraham, and that Cir- 
cumcifion did 'appertain to his Natural Seed as ſuch, and fo part of the le- 

Covenant ; | | | 

Obj But the Commiſſion, Mat. 28. 19. ( you fay) is as full , or rather 
more benefitial and extenſroe thaw the Covenant of Works ; and conſequently, that 
the baptiz.ing of Infants is a Chriſtian Daty ; for had there been as ge 4 
Conmſſion groen by Moſes 10 Twelve Elders of Urael, as the Bleſſed e/ws gave 
to bis Diſciples, and it bad been ſaid to' them, Go teach all Nations, Circum« 
eifing them; this bad beew no Probibition to Circtanciſe the Fewiſh Chil» 
dren, &C.. Jt x $ 

An|. 1. Is this :bag the Mountains have brought forth? we were big in Expe- 
@ation-by. your Title Page, Ince whe new Nation or Arguments 
you had' found out, trom. the Commiſhon, Mat. 28.19, 20. or what your 
- WY different Method ſhould be to prove Infant Baptiſm But cruly Sir, the 


Log is ſtill too heavy, you cannot lift it up —— I ſee nothing new in your 
whole Tra, nor any thing. but what has been anſwered ; but this being : 
the main Pin upon which all hangs, I thall give a brief Reply to you., 

1. I thankyou for your plain and juſt Conceſſion, I ſee you conclude and” 

t Circumciſion did belong to the. Covenanes of. Works: I doubt not, 
'ou are Tight ſo far, and with that, your Cauſe is gone,- and Calvinand 

all thar came” after him, have. ſaid nothing in calling Circumciſion a Go- 
ipel Covenant, | 

2. Bur Sir, mo the People of Tae! had never been commanded | 
by the Lord to Circumciſe their Children till Moſes 'came, and Moſes had 
given ſuch'a Commiſſion that you mention, viz. to teach all Nations, Cir- 
ewmciſing them ; do.'you think they would have had ground from thence to 
have circumciſed. their Infants? "whereas his Circumciſion required the 
teaching of all Nations firſt, before they were circumciſed, of. which In-' 
lants were not capable. | eg 

3: *Tis evident, .that our Saviour, in his Great Commillion, enjoineth 
no_more to be baptized, but ſuch who are firſt caught or. made. Diſciples, 
and this agrees with h's own Practice, Joh. 4. x. be made and baptized more 
Diſciples than John :, he firſt made them Diſciples, and then baptized them; 
nor were there any baptized in the New Teſtament; bue fuch who firt 
profeſſed Faith in the Lord. Jeſus. See our Anſwerito Ar, Burkit, (which 
I fent you.) Alſc our Anſwer to the Arbenzan Society, \his is there tully 
poken unto, . '« by wethi . 
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. tifm do all this? —< *Tis wonderful : How ! conferr Grace, and;.give- Par: 


+ and decetve the Ignorant, 
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4. If the Commiſſion be ſo exienlive, as you intimate, Why. do you nat 


£*, (or [tir up ſome Miniſters to go) into all Heatheng and Pagan Nations 


and Baptiſe them, and theif Children; and ſo; that, way, make themal 
Chriſtians : You may teach them the Chriſtian Dotrine, 4, e./Faith and 
Repentance, afterwards, as you do your Children ; but the Fruth is, there 
is nonecd to teach them afterwards, the way of Faith, and Regeneration, 
( if your Doarine be true) becauſe the chief Thing they received in 
tiſm, you ſay, is divine Grace, Viz. Regericration, Adoption, and #' Title to,th 
Inberitance of eternal Life, p. 20. Sure thoſe divine Habits Can never, beak. 
Reader, take what this Man ſays farther on this Reſpect. FR 
Obj. Bur you ſuy, we neitber regard, ner conſider the chief Thing ;zn Baptiſm, 
viz, The Teſt ification, or Witneſs of the divine Benevolence, taking them mto.C 
wenant Protettion, and Patronage, and conferring, and beſtowing Grace upon them; 
for, in Baptiſm, the chief Thing is divine Grace, which conſiſts, and ſtands ihe 
remiſſion, pardon, and forgrueneſs, of Sins z in Avoption , or Sonſbip, and ins 
Right, and Tile to the Inheritance of Eternal Life, of which Grace, Inf ants ſtand 
in need, and are as capable as the Adult, GC, P. 20, y 
Anſw. This is ſuch Defrine, that few Pedc-Bapriſts, beſides your fel 
dn affert, or believe ; but, What Proof do you give us to confirm* x, from 
God's Word ? You lay right, we do not regard it indeed, —;Poth Baps 


: 
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don, and Eternal Life!—— You Miniſters of the Church. of England, if this 
be ſo, can do as ſtrange things, as the Popiſh Priefts in Tranſubſtantiationz 
you can, by ſprinkling -a little Water on the Face of a Babe, it appears, 
change the evil, and witious Habits, form Chriſt in the Sew, raiſe the Dead 

Life, and of a Child of Wrath, make a Child of God. Tt gricyes me to think, 
a Man called a Miniſter of the Goſpel, ſhould teach ſuch; corfupt Dotring, 
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For, as it is without Scripture-Evidence, nay contrary to it; for God's 
Word, that tells us, Bapriſm waſhes not away the Filth of the Fleſh, that-is, the 
Cerruption of depraved Nature ; ſo *tis Contrary to Reaſon, and. without 
any rational D-monſtration, as Reverend Stephen Charneck, ho a Peo-Bab 
tiſt,) ſhews, © Many Men ( ſaith be ) take Baptiſm for Regeneration, 
* The Ancients uſually give it this Term; one calls cur Saviour's Baptill 
* hs Reſefierarion.” "This conferrs not Grace, but engageth to it : outward. 
' Waw'er cannot convey inward Life, How can Water, an-external Thing, 

work upon the Soul, in a Phyſical manner ? neither can ir B: proved, That 
© ever the Spit of 'God, is tyed by any Promiſe, to apply himſelf to the. 
- dou], m gracious Opperatio:1s, when Water is *pplye'th the Bedy. i 
* eweref'), that all that were 'Baptiſed, were Regeneratcd, then all that, 
were Baptiſed, ſhould be ſaved, or e fe the Dottrine of Perſeverance fails. 
©» the Ground ——— And again h* fays, * That ſome iridecd fay, That R $ 
© generation is conferred in Baptj m, upon the Fle&t; but how fo ative 4; 
. Þ71nCIpie, as @ ſpiritual Life ſho2ld lye diat, ond ſlec p to lo:;g, even many | 

© Years, | 


— | 
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(34) 
© Years, Which intervene between Biptiſm and Converſion, is not. eafily 
© conceivable, Charnock on Regen, p. 75, Sir, Do but prove what you 
here affirm, and I will write no more againſt infant-Beptiſm ; and till that's 
done, all you ſay is nothing, in my Judgment. nh Yf4 | 

|  » Butt to proceed : Kch a Commiſſion you ſpeak of, would not, in your 
fenſe, Authorize thoſe Twelve Elders of Iracl, to gog-and Teach, and Cire 

| cumciſe the Jews, and their Children only, but all others, in all Natiofis of 

the World ; this would be an eaſie way of making People Chriſtians : "But, 

Sir, The Goſpel, whatſoever you think, according to our Doctrine, is more 

extenſive, then was the Law to the Jews ; for that was reſtrained to- that 

People, He ſbeweth his word unto Facth, his ptatuter, and fudgments to Thael : 

He hath not dealt ſo-w1th any nation, fer his judgments they have not known them, 

Pal. 147. 19, 20, But the Goſpel is not reſtrained, or limited to any one 

particular People, or Nation, but it is to bepreached ro all the World 5 and, 

whoſoever are made Diſciples, 5. e. Do believe, and are baptiſed, ſhall be 
foved, Mark.. 6. 116, (Not that we ſuppoſe, Men' can't be faved without 

Eaptiſm ; for that makes no Perſon” a Chriſiian, '6r a Diſciple of Chrift, 

neither. Loung, nor Old,. though *uvs the Duty of Believers, to ſubmit there- 

to.) * "ak 

We doubt not, but that the ſame ſpiritual, and eternal Bleſſings, which 

the Jewiſh dying Infants-had, by the Death, and-Merits of Chriſt then; the 

dying Infants of 'Chriſtians have now, according'to the: Eleftion of Grace': 

But as touching 'the legal and external! Privileges of the Jews, we- have 

proved (in this Tra&t, and elſewhere ) that "they had many more; in di: 

yers reſpects, under: the Law, \than thole, we Chriſtians, and our-Children, 

have under the Goſpel, 3X 4b 

+ As to: thoſe Advantages, Bleſſings, ”and Privileges of the Covenant 

of Works, which you talk of, 1 wonder what they were ;” for the Cove 

nant of Works could nat give Life, no Juſtification, nor Righteouſeſs (that 

could) ſave dy that Covenant, no pardon of Sin ; but, contrary wiſe, Death, . 

Wrath, - andithe-Gugſt, is denounced upon every Soul of Man, for the breach 

of ift- How vainithen arezyour: Arguments? 4in/the Goſpt#'is Life, is*Ju- 

{theation, a Pardotvof Sin, to every: Manithat-believeth ; 7o the Few ff, 

and alſo to the Gemiles, Rom. 1- 167 Time would fail me, to ſhew how ab- 

furd your Notions are, to What aſmoſt al} our Learned Proteſtant Divincs, 
have wrote about the Covenant of Works. | 
The Jewiſh Infants» eeceived no Soul Spiritual, and' Eternal Advantage ,by 

Circumciſion: '(W hat" the chict Advantage, or Profit was 'whichithey h id 

thereby, St; Paul tells us, Rows. 3.1.2.) Fho%1t was commanded of God, for 

the Ends, and-Defigns; 1 have already. mention'd; and'if fo, What Benetir 
can any Infant receive by Baptiſm, (or rather Rantiſm) which 1s a mere 

humane Innovation ?- Youu confeſs, it was inſtituted by the Church, as a 

needful Thing, p. 37; And the Church hath Inſtituted it, becauſe it isneed- 

ful ; it was indeed never Inftituied, or Appointed by our Lord Jeſus - And, 
ns &$ 
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as.to that Cuſtom among the Jews, (you ſpeak of ) pÞ. 7,8 of their Bay, 
ſiag Proſelytes, I have fully Anfwei'd it, in my Ureaty, Tailed, The Refi 
Refified, p. 24, 25. and in my Anſwer, to the Athenian Society. Sir, you 
go upon a Miſtake all along, taking it for gragted, That Circumcifinn, und 
other legal Rites, were great {piritual trivilegesz for is-no"tach Thing: 
[t-was a Yoke of Bondage, not th be horn. gz and a great Mercy it: was 
them, that they were delivered: from it , Ae. 25. And therefore alt 
Jews, did they beheve in Chriſt, and ſee the Nature of, and Tendency 
Circumciſion, would never ſpeak after that manner as you mention, | in p{g, 
Viz - 

( Obj. I will rather be a Few, then a Chriſtian, becauſe, as. ſoon ar T oh, 
and profels their Faith, my Child, after juth a Declaration, is in covenant, as wil 
as my /elf, and. hath a Right to the Sign, GC, F: 

An. Sir, The Jewilh Childrens Right to Circumciſion , wasnot defer. 
red, till their Parevts made a profeſſion of Faith; but as they were the natu- 
ral Sced of Abrabam as ſuch, it was the Command of God to Abrabam, that 
gave them thar Kight, and nothing elte. 

Obj. $0, that by rbis account, it plainly appears, That denying Infants Baptiſm, 
ts an hindrance to the progreſs of the Holy Goſpel. 

Anſw. True, if Intani-Beptiſm doth make them Chriſtians, you ſay right, 
it mult follow, That-the denying them Baptiſm, hinders the progreſs of the 
Goſpel; but this is falſe which you allert: Baptiſm makes them not Chriſtians; 
we lay, none but Chriſt, by his Spirit,” can Regenerate? the 'Souls of 
or make them Chriſtians : 'True, you may thereby give them the Name 
Chriſtians, but can't give them the Nature of Chriſtiansz you, may deceive 
them, and make them believe they were ſo made Chrittians, 'and t 
undoe them eternally, by-relying upon a mere Cheat and Deluſion; 
is a way to make falſe Chriſtians, counterfeit'Chriſtians. What a:Chriſtia 
is he, whoſe vile Nature was never changed-? You would: do well to gt 
a great Number. of Miniſters, if Baptiſm does make Chriſtians, (as 1 faid bs- 
fore) to. go iato the Heathen Nations, and Baptiſe them, and all the 
World Chriſtians-3 -but if you know no other way, for the progreſs of 'the 
Goſpel, then this, of making Chriſtians by Baptiſm, God deliver the World 
from your way of Chriſtianing the Kations, | 

You wili not ſee, That the Goſpel Church isnot National, but only Cov 
gregationa! ; the Jewiſh Church, in that, difter*d from the-Chriſtian:: Fo 
What is more clearer than this ? Chriſt's Church, is called, a Garden 'idely 
{e4; Chriſt s Flock, is @-ti;tle Hock); Thote who were addud tothe' Church 
were ſeparated, enher from the Jewiſh People, or Heathen Nations, weft 
commanded to /eparate themſelves, and not to reuch the unclean Thing. Tea 

' mot, {auth Chriſt, of the World, -- — You would make whole Nations 
Church, and from the Commiſſion, inferr ſuch a faiſe Copcluſion, 1b 
conſider'd what you have ſaid in p. 10, 11. Sir, When all the Pagan World 
are inſtrudted, and believe in Criſt, we will lay, they have a Right £0! 
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Sign, 5. e.' Baptiſin ——— but'not till then, hath one Sou} a Right there- 
to: prove What you ſay, if you can, +. e. - That the Children 6f 
Chriitians as - fuch ,, are Chri ians, as the Children of Jews, were 
Jew: : or, thar Baptiſm makes any , / either old, or young, True 
Chriſtians, or regenerates their Souls + Tis not your bare Aﬀertions, or 
your Saying it, that is worth any thing + what Authority have you from, 
God's Word to affirm ſuch things? you give no more proof for what 
you aſſert, than the Papilts do for their vain Traditions and Popiſh Cere- 
monies ; Grace muſt be implanted in the Soul before Baptiſm, or the Per- 
ſon has no Right to it, *z35/ an ourward Sign of an imward ſpiritual Grace, \as 
your Church aflerts : Baptiſm is not Grace, nor conveys Grace, if you 
can prove it does, I will ſay no more, but ſubmit and acknowledge my 
miſtake : but if you err in ſaying it does, do not go about to deceive your 
People any more. —— You plead for making fal'e Chriſtian, nominal 

Chriſtians : Chriſtianity is another o_—_— what you ſeem to imagin 
The Way is narrow, and the Gate is ftrajght,'—— Regeneration is a dithcult 
Work, it requires the Mighty Power of God to be put forth on the Soul ; 
nay, the ſame Power that God wrought in' Chriſt, when he raiſed him 
from the dead, Epbeſ. 1. 19, 20. As to Infants being capable of the Bleſ- 
ſings of the Goſpel, ſo are Hearhtss and Pagans, . when God calls them, and 
infuſes Grace into their'Souls :'T have anſwered-all.you fay- upon that Ac- 
count, in my Anſwer to Mr: Burke. The Commithon in the largeſt Ex- 
tent, compre hends no more than ſuch that are wadnizm Ry 
the Preaching of the Goſpel in all Nations : the Parents muſt he diſcipled, 
and the Children muſt themfclvesin their own Perſons be diſcipled, as well 
as their Parents 3. and as their Parents were before baptized ; and when a 
whole Nation, both Parents and Children,are by the Word and Spirit, made 
Chriſt's true and holyDiſciples,and as ſuch baptized,then all the Nation may 
be look'd upon to be Chriſtians : but we know what ſort of Chriſtians 
you make,and your national Church does conſit of,chat are made fo by Baps 
tilm;to our trouble ; .if God . does not make your Members better Chriſtians 
than your Sprinkling, or pepnining them-(as you-call ir) hath done ; none 
of them, (as it appears from Chriſt's own words,' Fob. 3.3.) canenter intg 
the Kingdom of Heaven. In my former Books you may read Mr. Perkin's, 
and Mr. Baxter's Expoſitions of the Commiſlion they talk ; not at ſuch a rats 
as f do ; tho'Pedo Dep | | 
ad tho? in your late Letter to me, you ſeem to boaſt, as if ſome ad- 
mire = Book, and that your Arguments are invincible, or unanſwera- 
ble : Yet that is not my Conceptions concerning it ; and had your' Anta- 
gonilt ſo judged of it, I doubt not burt-he would attempted your ftrongs 
eſt Fort before this time; for 1 know very well his Ability ro defend this 
Cauſe : indeed I wonder at his filence. - 6 | i 
But if you do proceed to provoke hy Ts Anſwer, you may have 
| 


(34) 


This which T have done , was occaſioned by my 


it ; 
on this Text ; not intending a particular Reply to every thing you have 
ſaid, nor is there any nced ; for. you are fully. anſwered already inonrlas 


Treatiſes : yet I think the Controverſie much concerns you of the Church 
of Ergland, and ſuch who are for a National Church. | DY 

| As tor our Brethren, called Congregational, E cannot tell what they 
mean by contending for the Practice of Pedo-Bapti/m, nor dot well know 
what their Sentiments are about t : they agree 4 as I do underſtand ) with 
us (and other Chriſtians,) that Baptiſm is an inicrating Rite-or Ordinancez 
now if their Infants airs iiz Covenant with themſelves, and are made vis 
ble Church-Members by Baptiimin Infancy, andunti by actual Sins 
violate theirRite and Privilege,abide Members thereof. (r.) Then 1 
know whether they have their Names in their Church- Book, or Regiſter, 
Members ? And (24/y,) Whether they ever Excommunicate:(or bring ws 
der any Church Cenſure) fuch of their Children who fall into ſcandalous Sins 
or actual Tranſgreflions, or not? ( 3dly, ) If not, what kindot- pollued 
Churchesmuſt thir'sbe,who have not purged out ſuch corrupe Members? The 
truth is, I ſee nothow Infant Bapeifn is conſiſtent with any Church State, 
unlefs it be National ; and' no doubt, the firſt Contrivers or Founders 
,' deviſed that way for the Pr of that call the Chriſtian Rek. 

ion, and fo opened a. Door, - that Chriſt ſme, when he putan end tothe: 
National Church of the Jews. —-— Therefore | wonder arour ſtrieln 
dependants, conſidering their Notions, (knowing how their Principi:s differ 
from;and their Underitandingor Knowledge of Goſpel-ChurckConſticution 
exceeds others) for Baptiſm does not initiate into-theic: Churches, 1 


ie 
by their Practice; unleſs.their Children, when baptized, were: thereby 
made Members with them; It is evident, that under'the Law, when Is 
fants were Members of the Jewiſh Church, they were. born Members: 
* thereot, tho” the Males were to be Circamciſed on the Eighth day; not 
was the caſe ditficult to know the Right, Infants had to: Cwcumcition it 
was not irom the Faith of immediate Parents ; but it was their being the 
rue Natural Seed of Abraham, according to the Fleſh, or being Profs 
iyres, &c. which gave them a Right to Circumciſion, by- Vertue of Gods 
poſrive Command to| Ababa : But now it the Infant's Rite 
ates only irom the True and Real Faith of their Parents, the Child, when: 
grown, up, may doubt it its Parents, or Father or Mother, were nd 
true Believers, whether they had a Right to. it or not3-or may ſee cauſe 
, queſtions whether either of them were in truth in the Covenant of Gracs 
WU no ; Wy. who knows who are in a true ſpirituaF Sencein Covenant wi 

God,) eipecially it their Payents ſhould fall away, or Apoftatize, andbe- 
come viciousz Which may demonſtrate, they were not true Bclievc's, ' 
ſo not the Elec of God themſelves : and if ſo, their -Children had 
more Right to Baptilin, than. the Children of open and prophane ub 


levers Children have, 


SR. __=©T ww WwoeoggcoilÞ ol a .QDcDQ©Þc cc cc  .. c 


| 

| 
| 
« 
p 
, 
'j 
" 
b, 
of 
k. 
ie: 
in 
cr 
ON 
ms 
by 
In 
ry 
08 
* 
he 
ſe 
d3 
ire 


may cauſe”too, to truſt :to that Birth. Privilege', and 


— EAITS2H 


_ (-3x ) 

The truth is, what I have-ſaid in theſe Sertnons, tay Terve tb teprove 
ſuch, who ſet up a ntw Wall of Particion, ( Ike- that which Chrift Abo- 
liſhed by the Blood -of his Crofs ) and fo cauſe Enmiry to rife between 
the Seed of. Believing Gentiles, and the Seed of unbalie? ing Genziles ; 


' by making the Children of ungodly Ones to ſay, Our Parents were wick- 


ed, and not in "Covenant with God; and tho? we ' were baptized, 
yet had no Right to it : we cannot but envy your Privilege, you areahe 
Children of believing Parents, and are in Covenant, &c. nay and ir 

deftroy 
their Souls, by looking%out for no other Regeneration, but that which they 
had in Baptiſm intheir Iatancy. | 


—_— _— ———— __— 


Some Reflections on Mr. Exels new Treatiſe, Encituled 
A ſertous Enqurry tiito, and ns plain and expreſs 
$ A” that John Baptiſt drd 4s certainly Bap- 
tize Infants, 'as the Adult. Kod 

PR Ear: juſt. as Thad cloſed with all I intended to have added to this 

AS pry yer bY | —_— Book newly Publiſhed ; 

\ Plain Scripture-Proef,, t iſt did -certainh \Baptiz.e\ ufanes, 
as the Adult : avs - This -is written by.one wagon who calls 
himſelf a Miniſter of the Goſpel: but with what good Conſcience a Man of 

Ops _ gire an ay rs a wars re = : forif NODAIN 
res —_— 6d; Aur brag » 

rake "is ſtrange none ever ua, Heb — Proofs : nei RY 


. Baptiſts, nar Antipede-Baptiſts till now ; — bat I will £0 all thinkin 


and impartial Perſons, whether or no, this new and Attempr of « 

Man's,does not give: cauleto all People to doubt of all the former pretended 
Argumentsand Proofs forP ed Bapriſm? ſince new ways are thought nece{ary 
to evince it 3 but ſuch who read over this Man's plain Scripture Proofs, &C. 
will certainly conclude, | that his Title contains'a grand Untruthz (ro ſpeak 
no worſe) it y'=r1 theſe Men are ſtrangely left to themſelves, or. to 
Blindneſs, that undertake to -attirm tor Dodrine, without Scripture 
Demonſtration or ſolid Reaſons, fuch things, which are nothing but their 
own Fancies ;. but thoſe who are willing to be miftaken or deceived, let 
them be decerved : but to undeceive-them, 1 ſhall make fome ſhort | Re- 
fections upon, his Proofs, and if any of my Brethren chink- it worth 
Hs Autos co anſwer cither of theſe two new Aſſerters off Pado- Rapi/m, 

t MEM GO If, mommomm—ecs 
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(36) 
The Texts he builds all his Proofs from, are theſe, viz. And thert wat 
out unto bim, all the kand of Judea, and they of Jeruſalem, and were Bayti- 
2:4 of him m ths River of Jordan, Mark, 1. 5. Then went out to him Jett 
ruſalem and Judea, and all rhe Regions round about Jordan, and were Bayti-. 
zod, confeſfmg ther [ms, Mat. 3. Fy 6. F | i 
From hence he inferrs, (if 1 can gather up his Sence)- x. That by All, WL 
every individual Perſon, both Men, Women, and Children in” Feru/alen, Wt 
and in the Landof Fudea, went out to be Baptized of 'Foby. Or, Second. 
hy, Some of all, forts, Sexes and Conditions, and then ſome Infants, as'wel kc 
as ome Adule. p..9. 
2. He labours to prove, That by Jeruſalem is meant all, both Youngand WW"! 
Old. | 
An{w. Put does it follow, becauſe 41! ſometimes doth include every one, WE 
koth young and old; or elſe ſome of all forts,Sexes and Conditions of People, W® 
that theretore All mult be ſo taken in all places, and conſequently fo hers. Wc 
I am forry he (hews no better skill in Scripture Rhetorick, where fr 0 
by a Synecdoche, a part is put for the whole ; and ſometimes the far leſler par 
allo : >— Tis ſaid, all the Cattle of Egypt dyed, Exod. 9.6. that is, all that 


tl 

fr 
were in the Field, as Famous G/aſſins and other Tropical Writers note ;  W* 
Chriſt is ſaid to die for all, yet we know. he dyed: (in a proper- and tre Wi 
fpiritual Sence ) bur for a few, 5. e. for none but the EleR: + Chriſt lays, WP 
when be was lifted up, be would draw all men unto him, Joh. 12. 32... tl 
that import every Man? or fome of all degrees or forts of Men ? ſee { 
late Learned Amnotators on that place : it ſignifies no more than many « h 
tome of all Nations: fee thele Scriptures, Exod. 32. 3. 26. Fer. 673. rr. [ 
to, 7. 1o Iſa. 2. 2,3. Marki9. 234. Fob. 10.8! A&. 2:5, Phi. 2. 21. ford , 
| 

d 

A 

0! 

Ve 


ſeektbeirown, &c, Mat. 10. 22. Te ſhall be bated of all men fer my Sake, Gen. 
24. 10. All the Goods of bis Maſter was in- hirhand -- theſe Gi es other 
Scriptures are to be taken Synecdoccally, and fo is this; fee Glaſſins te 
mers; allo Philohgie Sacra,and our Amotatcrs on Mat.3.5. © The term All (lay 
* they) bere 114 wiee repeater, 1s encryh to let us know, that it is often in Script 
* ſiemificative mo further than many : for it cannet be imagined, thit 
eviry mdividual perſyn tm Jeruſalem, and the Region; round about Jordan wen 
to hear John the Baptiſt, but a great many, Joh. 3. 26. behold the ſame Bf 
& th, ani all Min came to him, that 5, to- felus Chrift: | 

It Fe-baprized them. all, ahd Jeſus baptized' them all, rchen they were 
all re-baptizedz all Fadea and Feru/alem come to Joby, and all Men (a* 
here laid to) come to Chrilt to be baptized; ip both places it is meant but 
tome, or it ſhews- giany came to them 3 nor can ic b& ſuppoſed, any that 
fobn the Fapriſt baptized, were re-baptized by Chrift's Diiciples 3 a—_ 

che Diſciples of Chrilt baptized more Diſciples-than- Fe/», Joh.4..1. 2. 

the Lord knew bow the Phariſees had beard, that felus made and batt ized mat 

Diſciples than John, 4” Te/us him(elf bantized net; but bis Diſciples, KC. he 
_ Gd it not perſonally, with lis owns Hands ; and this thews: he-baptiadl 
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. 6389) 
Infants, and then not thoſe he laid his "Hands upor:; for if he baptized 
none, he did not- baptize them ; from thence I inferr, chat there is no 
round to conclude from theſe Scriptures, Mr. Exell has reaſon to af- 
;m, that by all Feruſakm and Fudea, &c. mult be intended cither Every 
individual Perſon, both Men, Wemen and' Childreg”; or fome of all Sorts, 
Degrees, Sexes and Conditions : but only_it ſhews that mulcicudes came to 
hear John Baptiſt, and many of them were baptized by him. 

2. I would have him conſider, tho? all Feru/alem may ſometimes in- 
tend every individual, yet 'tis when the matter ſpoken of does equally re- 
ferr to, and concern all; as when the Famine was in that City, no. 
the Children were as much concerned in that matter,as theAdult ; (of which 
paſſage he would fain make great Improvement) bur when the Holy Ghoſt 
gives arr Account of a great Prophet Preaching God's Word in the Wil, 
derneſs of Fudea, and of Multitudes going forth to hear him, it is ridicu- 
lous to imagine, there went, or were carryed little Children to hear him, 
or to be baptized by him ; unlels, cicher diretly or indiveRly the Scrip- 
ture gave us-any ground to believe the latter; (1am perſwaded, this Man 
from his Arguments will not make airy Proſc/yres ) or, confirm People in 
the Practice of Infant-Bap-.iſm. "Tis faid, Pau! Preached Chriſt to the Fay: 
ler, At. 16. and to all that were in bis how'e 5 can-any ſuppole that he 
preached Chriſt to” his Inſants? ( if he had any ) do People carry 
their Infants: co hear God's Word? © (if ſome poor Women do bring 
{ach with them, *tis becauſe of neceflity, 4. e. they can't leave, them at 
homs : ) therefore, there ſeemeth not the leaſt ſhadow of Realon, as far as 
I can ſee, to believe that Children went, or were. carried to hear Fob 
Baptiſt, tho? it's faid'all Feru/alem and Fudea went -out to hear him, and 
were many of thern baptized of him.in the River Todav: the Mi- 
niltration of the Word . belong 'not to Infants, -———— when God 

ke ro all [ael, Deut. 11. 1. by Moſes, That they ſhould Tove and Rep bis 
Judgment: and Commandments alivays, © tie adds verT 2. And know you this 
day, TV. I ſpeak not with your Children, which have 10t-known, and which have 
nr [een the Chaſtiſements of the Lord your God. What cho” Circumcilt- 
on belonged ro Infants, under rhe Legal Church of Tae, {o did the-Paſſo. 
rer, &c. and if Infants have from thence a Right to Baptiſm, they have al- 
lo as much Right to the Lord's Supper : great part of your Book is an{wer- 
ed in theſe preceding Sermons, Bur to proceed. 4 

2. Is ir not ſaid he Preached the Baptiſox of Repentance-tor che Re. 
nullion of Sins, Mark 1. 4 | . 

Do you ſuppoſe he did not require 'of fuch that came to his Baptiſm, 
firſt to repent, or that he would Baprize them, tor Remithon ot: Sins, 
Withour manifeſting their Repentance ?: nay, and did hc not retuſe to bax 
tze ſich he found, who did not bring forth Fruits meet tor Repentance, 
or Works, that were the. pr Prodatt of true Repentance; ar. 3. 8. 
you would” ( with your Brother Rerhyuzell ) have: Perlons be pn made- 


Ir” 


(33) 
Chiriſtiansby Baptiſm, and then afterwards bring fotth Fruits of Re 
rance : but this, *tis evident. was not the DoArine, nor Praftice .of Ju, 
the Baptiſt, nor of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles. If thou believe with all 
beart, thou mayeſt, AR. $8. He that truly repented, and did believe mi 
nay ought to be Paptiſed, andnone elle. | 


- 


Obj. May be, you will ſay, that reſpe&s the Adult. 

An(w, 1 Anſwer, There is no Account given of any Infant that wasP 
tiled, no Precept, no Preſident; and that is forbidden which is not Ct 
manded ; or, for the Pra&ice of which, ther: is no Ground , or Rak 
rom God's Word » for all humane Innovations, and Inventions of Me 
are forbid, and ſinful : 1 doubt not, but if a Man would ry his Wit, 
might ſay as much for Infants to receive the Lord's-Supper, as ! k 
ſ3id, for the Baptiſing of them. Pray conſider what you your ell ipal 
in P.T. y 

And if all muſt be Acccepters, or Rejefers, then all, and every individual Pe 
are under, and muſt have as great Expreſs, particular and authoritivve Comman, 
to accept and recerve Chriſt, and every Thing of Chriſtianity, in its Right, Ori 
and Manner, as an0ther, p, 1. | 

Thohyou bring this for to prove Infants muſt be Baptiſed, and ſo reczi 
_ Chriſt,— yet, 1 muſt tell you, it quite overthrows all you ſtrive 
do. —— For, | 

1. Where is there an exprels, particular, and authoritive Command 
them, to receive Chriſt by Baptiſm, or any Ordinance, or Princip 
Chriſtianity, whilſt Infants ? And where is there any Rule, or Or 
all the New Teſtament, that the Adule muſt firſt Believe, and then 
Baptized ; but Infants muſt be firſt Baptiſed, and then Believe: Sir, 
Word knows nothing of the laſt, and the Right of Paptiſm only & 
_ — Chriſt's poſitive Precept, and Example of the Apoſte 

zurch. 

2. I affirm, 'That Infants cannot he faid, as fach, to be Receiver 
C hriſt, nor Rejectors of him, becauſe they are capable to do neiths; 
Nor 35 there any other way taught in the Goſpel of. receiving Chrilt, 
by Faith. He that is Baptiſed, who hath no Grace, no true Grace,}t! 
Faich, is but a Baptifed Infidel. IR 
" Oby. You Objett Infapts have #be the Habit of Faith, or the Habit 4 

»FACE, | | 

Arſw. We deny ic; ſee how you can prove it, ;. e. That Infants as ud 
Hare the Habit of Faith. Who is able to know that > What, tho'C 
may change the Hearts of ſome dying Infants, or ſome who did live, 
lanetifiedin the Womb, Doth it from thence follow, all Infants in comm 
or as ſuch, have cheir Hearts changed, or are fo ſanctified 2 | 

2, You are to os That ſacred Habits, infuſed by the Holy Ghos 
may be utterly lolt ; for, %is evident, Infants that live, when grown 
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tho Baptiſed, have no other Habits, thet ſuch have, who never were Bap- 
tiled. | | 

How can $3 urns There can be the Divine Habits. of Grace in Infants, 
and yet thoſe Habits lie ſtill, as deadin them, tor ſo many Years, as 'tis trom 
the time they are Baptiſed, to-their Converſion ? A facred Habit, is a 
Principle of divine Life; yea, a moſt active, and: lively Principle. Can 
the weakneſs of Nature hinder the Operations of the Holy Ghoſt, in In- 
fants, when the Power of the Devil can't, in the Adult 2 When God works, 
who can let? Can there be fire, and no heat? Sure, ſuch a mighty 
Cauſe would have like weighty Efte& on the Souls of Children, wok as 
you ſuppoſe. 

Obj. Ys ſay p. To. we muſt prove no Infant is Converted or elſe prant ſovie 
Iofants to be <4 that is, John did Baptiſe Infants. v 

An/w. You miſtake, your Work .it is to prove what you-affirm : We are 
not to prove a Negative ; yet I ſhall now, prove that John the Bapriſt 
did Baptife no Infants, but only.the Adult. 

Arg. 1. If Fobn Baptif required Repentance of all thoſe that came to 
be Baptiſed by him, and Infants are nor capable ro Repent, then he did 
ot Baptiſe any Infants. | | | 

Bur Foln Baptiſt did require Repentance of all fuch that came tobe Bap- 
tized of him. Ergo, + | | 

He bad them Repent: Repentance was lis grand Dodrine ; and , he 

0 exhorted them to bring forth Fruits, meet for Repentance, ear. 3.8. 

Arg. 2, If the being the Seed of Abrabarn as ſuch, or the Off-fpring of 
Believers, wonld not give i: Jews a Right ro Fobr's Baptiſm, then Fohn 
Bapriſed no Infants : But the former is true. Ergo, | 

have proved largely, in this Freatiſe, That the Covenant made with 
brabam's natural Seed as ſuch, would not give any of his Off-ſpring Righe 
d Goſpel Baptiſm. Think not to /ay within your ſelves, ye havve Abraham to 

"ue _ if you Anwer. this Argumorit, you mult Anſwer this ſmall 

reatile. ? | 

Arg. 3. If the Covenant for the external: In-Covenanting of Infants as - 
uch 15 Abrogated, and the Fle{hly Seed caſt our, by the Eſtabliſhing the - 

oſpel Covenant, then Fob» Baprit Baptiſed no Infanrs : But the former 
S true. E "on 

This Adgarnetit is targely proved inthe precedent Diſcourſe. 

Arg. 4. If Infant-Baptiſm dces them no good, there being no Promiſe-- 
pt Blefling made to them in their Baptiſm, then Fob» Baptiſt Baptiſed no + 
niants : - But Infants Baptiſm does them no good, there being no Promile - 
vs Elefting. made to-them in their Baptiſm. Erge. . 

it it does them good, or there is a Promile of Blefling made-to them, 

{vir Baptiſm, prove it; ſimce 'tis deny'd; Bur-to proceed. 
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Awg 5. If the Baptiſmof the Adule, who haveno Faith, no Grace, d6 
them no good, nor can convey Grace to them, then it cannot do Infang 
as ſuch, any good: Bur the former is true. Ergo, What good did Su 
Magus his Baptifm do him , or Fuda/s, who, no doubt, was Baptiſa 
If you can prove Baptiſm conveys Grace to Infants, or makes them Chi. 
ſtians do it ; for [ utterly deny it,.and have a cloud of Witneſſes on 
ide, among found Proteſtant Writers. Conſult with 'Mr. Rothwell, 
this Point. | 

Arg. 6, It all thoſe Fob Bapriſt Baptiſed, confeſſed their Sins ; and 1g 
fants can't confeſs their Sins, then Fobn Baptiſt, Baptiſed no Infantr : By 
the former is true. Ergo, | 

This Argument you endeavour to Anſwer, p. 36. 37. You would knoy 
what Conteſfion it was, which they made of their Sins, whether V 
or Moral. *Tis ſaid, With the Heart Man believeth, and with the | 
Confeſſion is made to Saluation. Therefore, ſay I, it was Verbal. | 

Obj. You imtimate, that ſome may want Speech, or Weakneſs, which may be 
Impedament to them, 8c, | | 

Anſw. If they'can any wore ſignifie, or make it known to the underſtand 
ing of the Adminiſtrator, they are True Penitents : *tis, no doubt, full 


. fi 
ent, if it be by Writing, 'ewill do ; but Man knows not the Heart, Whi 
appears not, 1s not. oy 

'our Arguments,in p.37. about their being in Abrabaw's Covenant,l bt 
fully Anfwered already : That will do you no good. . Fobn Baptiſt detit 


that Plea, when he ſaid, Think not to ſay within your ſelves, we hawe Abraka 
to our Father. 8 
Do you think Baptiſm turns People 'to the Lord? for ſo. you intim 
the clole of your 37. Pag. Prove it, *tis denied. | 
. Obj. 4. You ſay, ſuch a Confeſſion would overturn the Conſtitution, or Inſtititi 
of God by Moles. and caſting Infants cut of that Floor. ; 
Anſw. 1 have ſhewed you, That the Goſpel Diſpenſation has overthrom 
the Moſaical Conſtitution, or Legal Church of the Jews ; and that Chil 
has thrown out the Fieſhly Seed, as fuch i. c. No Infant is to be a Memba 
of the Golpel Church ; and I have given my Reaſons why I have fo fa 
which you may Anſwer if you leaks ; J 
7thly, Becauſe it was Repugnant-to the End, and grand Deſign of 7 
Miniſtry, to receive and Baptife every body, even Men.Women, and Chi 
dren, without diftin&ion ; his Miniſtry being molt {tri&, and ſevere, ( 
tis acknowledged by all Men.) His Miniſtry of Preaching, and Baptil 
was held torth by the Prophet, in. theiz Words, Mal. 4. 1. The Day 
come, which ſhall burn as an Oven, He laysthe Ax at the Root - he Preac 
ed no ſuch eahe way of making Men Chriitians, norChurch Members, 
theſe P.edo-Boprifts ipeak of; his Miniſtry ſeemed like to Fire ; in him W 
the Spizit of Purning kindled, as Mr. Cotton, On the Covenant, obſe 
P. 24. * The Lord allo prepared his People by a Spirit of Burning, whid 
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23 2 Spirit'of Bondage, he -doth ſhed abroad into the Hearts of (Meh :: 
* This we read of Mal. 4. 1, It is ſpoken of Fob rbe Baptiſt; which did 
© burn as an Oven againſt the Scribes, and Phariſees, and left them neither 
«:he. Root of Abrabam's Covenant, "nor the . Branch of their own Good 
« Works: He-cutteth them off from the Covenant of Abraham, Mart. 3. p- 
© Think not to [ within. your (elves, we have Abraham to our father; and 
* {o, by cutting-them off from the Root, he leaverh them no Ground to truſt 
© tO. 

But chis Man renders Fob»'s Miniſtry, to be-of a quite contrary Nature, 
&ven the moſt eaſieſt, and fleth-plealing Dodrine that 'ever was Preached. 
Kf he received all to his —_— certainly he has made fad Work for Re- 
pentance, for abuſing the Miniſtry of this Great and Holy Prophet. 

Arg.7. If Fobn the Baptiſt was to prepare Chriſt's Way,: i. g. fit Perſons, 
s proper Materials, for Chriſt's New, and Spiritual Temple, which con- 

ſtech only of living Stones, viz. Believing Men,: and Women, then Fohn 
lid not Baptiſe Carnal Perſons, -nor Ignorant:Infants: Buc the former is 
true. Ergo, 

Arg.-8. Fohn, upon their unfeigned Repentance, Baptiſed all that he 
did Baprils, for the remiffion of Ss; and no Perſons have remiffion of 
Sins, without ſuch Repentance. Ergo, Can Baptifm it ſelf give remiſſion 
ff Sins ? or,. Is thete any promiſe of Pardon, . without unfeigned Repen- 
tance ? | | , 

By this Man's Reaſoning, all the Carnal People of the Jews, that were 
illing to-be Baptiſed, Fohbr was to Baptiſe; and he did Baptiſe them, as 
well Unbelievers, as Ignorant Babes; tor all his: Arguments are as ſtrong to 
rove that, as for Foby's Baptifing 6f Infants : Which, if fo, all Pagans 
and Infidels in the World, are-to be baptiſed, and by Baptiſm, be made 
Chriſtians, and Members of the Goſpel Churc. O, What a Dodtrine 
does this Man Preach | Do but ſee whac Work he would tain make of that 
onfeflion of Sins, which was required of all choſe that came to Fohr's 
Baptiſm, in Pag, 37, 38. to p. 50.4. e. It was ſuch a Confeffion that ex- 
Iudes no ungodly, or unbelieving Perſon, that was willing to be baptiſed, 
d far as I can ſee. All that were of the Church of [rae!, or in the Legal 

ovenant God made with Abraham, he intimates, might be baptiſed ; nay, 
etells us, in pag-44.- A Conteflion made when Fibn Baptiſed, was not 
'Commanded Duty. Men, after this rate, may even ſay what they pleaſe. 

Arg. g. If Fobn the Baprift baptiſed all: the People of [Ferwſalem, and Fro 
a, and all thoſe of the Regions round about, then he baptiſed Unbelievers, 
Prophaned and Impenitene Perſons ; as well as Penitent Perſons; but he 
lid not Baptiſe Unbelievers, Prophaned and Impenitent Perions : There». 
vre, he did not Baptiſe alt the People of Feru/alem, and Fades, 'and all 
hoſe of the Regions round abour. | 

Arg. 10. If Fobn the Baptift Baptiled all the Logs of Tjrael, ( as befere 
nentioned) then he left aone tor Chas, nor his iciples to baptiſe 5 Fur 
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* . * oO 6 
obn did leave ſome ; nay, more People for Chriſt or his Diſciples» 
CR than he baptized : Ergo, he did not baptize all the People 
Ifael, or all of Feru/alem and Fudea? > | 210M 
That Fh- left ſome ; nay, more People to Chriſt and his Diſciples t» 
bg baptized, than he baptized z is exprelly aflerted L the Holy Ghoſt, 
John 4+ 1. When Feſus knew bow the Phariſees heard that eſus made and bay 
ted more Diſciples than John, &c. ſee John 3. 26. And they came unto John, 
and (aid unto him, Rabbi, be that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thes 
beareſt witne(s, behold the (ame baptizeth, and all men come to him : How! did 
John baprize all.and yer all come to Chriſt to be baptized ? This is ſtrang 
what People were theſe, and where dwelt they ? it Foby baptized alltls 
People of Feruſalem and Fudea, CC. | 
Avg. 11. If Joby's Baptiſm,and the Baptiſm of Chriſt, was but onean 
the ſame Baptiſm, as to the Nature, Quality, and Subjects thereof ; they 
he baptized none but fuch who were.firſt made{(Diſciples, or whe wer 
firſt raught to believe and repent : bat the Baptiſm of Fob», and the Bap 
tilm of Chriſt was but one and the fame Sogn, as to the Nature, os 
lity, and SnbjeRs thereof : Ergo, he baptized none but ſuch who were 
made Diſciplcs, &c. | "0 
That the Nature, Quality, and SubjeRs thereof, were one and the famed 
generally affirm: I xnow no difference, bur that after Chriſt was dead awd 
riſen, they that were then baptized, were baptized into him that was come; 
dead, buried, and raiſed again ;. but Fob» baptized them, as ſich tharhe 
lieved in him, that was to. die, &c. Chriſt having then not actually i 
tered; *Fis evident, that Chriſt's Commiſfion- hmpowers his Diſciples 
baptize only ſuch who were diſcipkd, or fach who did believe, is pla 
Mat, 28. 19. 20; Mark 16.16. and this was his Praftice, Fobn 4. 1.” 
Arg. 12. If Tohn baptized all the People of Ferulalem, 8c. then bt 
was the Ax laid to the Root of the Free? and how was the Chatf i 


ned. away our of the Floor ? *Tis evident, his Miniftry- was to ſeparate 
or fever the Wheat trons the Chaff, the good from the bad;the carnal Seat 


trom the ſpiritual, and not to continue theny rogerher : for his Mini 
and the Miniſtry of Chriſt was the fame, cho' Chriſt had the Precede 
&y, or the far greater Glory : yer the defign of Foby's Miniſtry wasW 
tame with the Miniſtry of Jeſus Chritt. "4 
Ob). Bur, faith Mr. Exe!l/ it cat» be intended of 119 other Confeſſion, 108 
what werld confift 31th Johits excludimg or cailizg of none out, or pwrgi 
none nt of i" Floor, «7 eutring of mo Tree down ; for that be did not th 
but threatned them wit; Chriſt"s worm of it, Mar. 3. 9; 10, $2. ſpeaking , 
that Confeſſion the People made to Fohy. 
nſw. hs Man would have ug believe, that the Doarine and We 
vf Chriſt, and that of f4bn's, were not conhiſtent; or of "one L 
lame Neture ; but dire&ly jp gar or C6r.it2ry one to the other, 
febn T&cerves all, baptized ay, both good and bad s and jets every 43 
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ſtand and grow as it will, on'its own natural and evil Root ; he eathered- 


all into che Garner, even both the Wheat and the Chaff too : but Chriſt 


quite overthrew and deſtroyed when he came , all this that Fob did, 


j.e. Chriſt lays rhe Ax at the Root, and cuts Sinners down ; all muſt be 
erue Penitent, all muſtbelieve, or Chriſt will receive them nor, baptize 


chem not : and he © purges his Floor, that no Chaff mult be received 
into his Garner; 3, e. into his Goſpel Church, for this the Man's Words 


implies : Let the Pedo-Bapiiſts view- the Strength of this Champion. 


Doth not Fohbn tell the People when they came to his Baptiſm, now the 
Ax is laid to the Root of Trees? his Doarine is laid to the Root, and ten- 
ded to out the Chaff, as pal as "did the Miniſtry and Do- 
&rine of Chriſt ; tho' *tis true, *tis Chriſt's Work to - make all Fobs 
Preached, or any other Miniſter, effe&ual : Fohn Preached, ſaying, repent, 
&c, Chrift Preached the fame Dodtrine, ſaymg, repent, for rhe King dom 
Heaven is at hand : John/is the woice of one erying in the Wilderneſs, pre- 
we ye the way of the Lord, make his paths fhreight, 1, }- The Jews 
d made the way to Heayen broad and eafie; but Fobn firives to un- 


deceive them, to ſhew the Way was narrow, and the Gate ftreight, | 


like as Chriſt himſelf ſpeaks, becauſe freight is the Gate, ar narrow is the 
way that  leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find it, Mat. 7. 14. but 
his Man intimates that Fohy Preached not this Docrine, but one quite 
different he makes the way ſo broad, that all Feruſalem, Fudea, and 
Jl the Multicudes' round about, might come and walk in it; which if 
,, inſtead of prepairing of Chriſt's Way, he obſtruted and hindered 
hriſt in his way, and made him more work to do, even to undoe all that 
obn had been a doing. 

But pray be pleaſed to take his Anſwer to one of our Arguments 
brought againſt what he affirms, that Toby baptized Infants, wiz. 

All thoſe that Fob baptized, confefled their Sins, but Infants could nat 
nfeſs their Sins 3 Ergo, Fobn did not baptiſe Infants. 

Obj. Says he , "We are not to believe any other Confeſſion here intended, 
than what was confiftent with the Promiſe and Covenant made with Abra» 
ham, &c. ſo that if it muſt give mo Right to the participation of the Ordi- 


nance, [ that is, a Confeſſion muſt give no Right, ] for then ( faith he ) 


be Promiſe and Covenant muſt be put an end to, and they muſt have no Right 
by them, P, 37- o 

pa 454 Doth not Fob pore deny, that the Covenant made with 
brabaw's natural Seed as ſuch, did give them a Righe to his Baptiſm ? 


or this we have proved to be the proper Purpert of that, Expreſ- 
on of his : Thick. wot to (ay withm your ſelves; we have Abra 


m to our Father ; and Ar. Cotton aſſerts the fame as I have ſhew- 


_ 


F 2 | . 2. We 


y "I 


ZNNYL.D WCEGGeOAS Ss 4 


_ 
þ — A & 
_— 


_ = a 
”» 4 o: 


io ah ry os. WR Ges eee... cada 7 
4 _ of . - * 
id _ = 4 


( 44 ) 


2: We have alſo proved, that the Legal Covenant, made with Abraheni 
Natural Secd as ſuch, is put an end to, bythe Eſtabliſhment of the Go 
| Diſpenſation. 
PeObits It is not. to be taken as intended of any- other Confeſſion, thin wha 
ould confit: with the Capacity of them that were repreſented to John to beth 
Obje&s of his Miniſtry, which were Parents and Children, Mat. 4. 6: Luks 

17, If there ſhould have been any other Confeſſion than what would conſiff wah 
theſe ; bow ſhould John turn them to the Lord, unleſs they might be as well tus 
ed without a Confeſſion, and without baptiſm, as with it, p- 37- 6 

Anfw. 1. If the Confeflion conſiſted with the Capacity of thoſe that head 
his Miniſtry, then Infants, were excluded,becaule they,were. not capable 
make any Confeflion at all, but 'twas 1o ; Ergo, | 

2. What tho' *tis ſaid Fohn was to turn the People to the Eord, and the 
Hearts of .Children to the Fathers: was he able to change the Hearts 
Infants ? or were Infants Hearts turned - from their Fathers, that they 
need, whilſt Iufants.co have. their Hearts - turned to. . them ?- Are. nx 
my Sons, and Daughters my Children, when they are 20, g0,-0r 46 
Years Old, as well as. they were my. Children. when. but Two day 
Old'? | 

Obj. 3. It cannet be taken to be any other Confeſſion, than what would conf} 
with all the People, being then the wiſible Church of God, &C. Þ. 38. 

. Znſw. Thenit appears by this Man,all the let inal the Jews,bo 
Parents and Chui!dren, were by. Fobn Baptiſt to be taken into the Goipt 
Church by Baptiſm ; For elſe, ſaith he, all the. whole Church muſt i 
ayerturned. 

And fo T have proved it is ; even the whole. Jewiſh Church,. and Churd 
Memberſhip. p oa / 

Ohj. 4+ No ſuch Conf«ſſien ca, be intended as would exalt natural Strep 


or number of Years, or acquired Abilities, as Neceſſary, Qualifications.z for the 
2s contrary to 'Scripture, 1 QOre I. 27. P.41-, 

Anſw. It it bea Conteflion of Sin, it muſt be made by ſuch; whou 
at ſuch an Age, as are able. to confeſs Sin, and without natural 
lities - what Perſon is able to make ſuch a_ Confeflion ? can an 
contels Sin ? WS: 

2. Tho?, all boaſting is excluded by. the Goſpel, 3. e. of our own nat 
ral or acquir'd Parts and Abilities; yet we may glory 1n the Locd, and 
jn his rich Grace beſtowed uponws : will this Man. ſay, gracious Abiliti 
to contals vin, are excluded? then. all -Conteflion of Sinyjs excluded... ,* 

Ob, 5, No. c:Þty,,. Confeſſion. can . be imended . than what would «al 
YV "1 all. rhe Regions, Tei ulalem, all Jadea, oll the People, and all the 4 
FI! UMES | | ed. 4 
 An/w. That 15, T ſuppoſe, all the People, one or another ; who con 
ipcak or ſay they were SINNCrS, might e baptized, and upon that of 
tellion, their Children allo ; who. could make no Confeflion at all * 


— 
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ſo, all the World by this Argumgent may” be baptized, for no doubt, there” 
were many Thouſand Families that lived either in Feruſalem, Fudea, or 

in the Regions round about that were not Jews ; broad w the Way to Heaven, 

if this Man's Dodtrine be true, or. into the Church at: leaſt. The 

Man's miſtake lies here, 4. e. becauſe. great Multitudes went out either ro-' 
ſee, or hear fobn Bapti#t ;, he theretore concludes Fohn baptized them all, 

becauſe *cis ſaid he baptized them, not obſerving the ſevere Dodrine he 

Preached, and what a holy Sight and Sence of Sin and godly Repen- 

tance he enjoyned on all thoſe he admitted to- Baptiſin-: for they be haps 

tized, confeſſed their Sins, 4. e.. their hearty Sorrow for Sin, arid were 

earned to the Lord ; for that was his Work, and the grand: Purport of 
his Miniſtry, —— and evident it is, that there were but a few compara- 

tively baptized by Febn, becauſe Chriſt by the hands of- his Diſciples 

baptized more Diſciples than he, Fob. 4. 1. and 'tis- faid; Chrift's Flock” 
was but a little Flock ; and after Chriſt's RefurreQion, the whole Num- 

ber of his Diſciples, were about: One hundred and Twenty, 48. 1. 15. 
tho" may be ſome few more there might be in-ſome- orher places. 

Mr. Baxter, tho' a great Aſſerter of P.edo-Beptiſm, contradicts this Man, 
Tobn Bapti#t, faith he,. received and judged of the Profeſſion of his Penitents 
before he did baptiz.e them, Baxt. Confirmart. Reſtor, p. 68. 

It was ſuch a Confeſſion that Foby required of thoſe that he baptized, 
that gave him Ground to believe they had Right to Remiſlion of Sin, for - 
he baptized with the Baptiſm. of Repentance, for the remiflion of Sin ; : 
Read the late Annotators. on. Luk. 3. 3. * The Summ of Fobrs Dodrine, 
© (lay they ) was the neceflity of Lama and Faith in-Chriſt, inor- 
© derto the Remiſlion of Sin : his prefling. Faith-in Chriſt, is-moſt clear-- 
* ly. declared by the Evangelit Fobn :.. Matthew, Mark, ahd -Luke infiſt 
© more upon his Preaching the Doctrine of Repentance for the Remil: 
©' for of Sins ; Baptiſm was an Evidence of it : - Fobn did not: 
* Preach that Baptiſm was Repentance, or that Remiſuon of Sin was in- 
* fallibly annexed to it ; but thatthe way to obtain the Remiſlion of Sins, 
ws by Repentance ; aud Baptiſm. was an External Sign, and Symbol 

of it. 

It was, no doubt, ſuch-a Confeflion that Phil;p required of the Enoch, 
Aet..8. 37. See here is Water, what doth. hinder me to be baptized ? Philip 
anlwered, If thou believeſt withal thine Heart, thou mayeſt. 

This Man would rgnder Fobn Baptiſt lels Faithiul than any ordinary pious -- 
Miniſter ; I believe. faith Galley No con{ciencious Minitter would adventure ' 
to baptiz.e,any who hath manifeſte infallible Signs of unregenerations,Gils, Aaron.'s. 
Rod. bloſſom. ; 

Obj. Bat, faith Mr. Exell, to conclude'that this Confeſſion mentioned, Mat. 7. 
ſ, was 4 Confeſſion with the Mouth or Tongue, without. conſidering any #hing of | 
therwards ? when thert is no ſuch diſcovery in the Text,. 1s (omewhat- too quick 
and too bold ; for what is expreſſed, 1s txpreſly aſſerted of all the Regions, _ _ 
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Judea 41 Jeruſalem, and theſe called Mulritudes qahangyat and theſe generdl Foy, 
preſſions contain and comprehend. Men, Women, and Children, ee. 

Anh. I muſt needs fay, ?ris a hard caſe you dare ſo boldly affirm all, bok 
Men, Women, and: Children,were baptized by Fobn 3 whereas/tis poſit] 
ſaid, that they he baptized confeſſed their Sins : You conclude againſt the 
exprels Words of the, Text, and afſert plain Scripture proot, that Tak 
Baptiſt did certainly baptize Infants, and yet give neicher Scripture, nar 
Reaſon, to.demonſtrate what you ſay is true; = can draw Contequences 
to build an Ordinance upon that which naturally riſes, not from the Tex 
you referto; nay, which is more, when the Text is exprelly againſt fuch 
a Concluſion : *ris ſaid, They that gladly receive the Weird were ws) Yau 
; may ay, that ſome of them were Infants, as well as to affirm fome of thels 
Fobn baptized were ſuch; for Infants are as capable to receive the Word, 4 
to confeſs their Sins: nay, when 'tis ſaid, A#s 20. The Diſciples came together 
10 break Bread ; you may affirm, that Infants came then, with others togather, 
to break Bread, or to eat the Lord's Supper, for you know how to prove then 
to be Diſciples, no doubt on't 5 if you have not been too quick in aflerting 
what you with” boldneſs. have afferted, I am greatly miſtaken. 

You make Baptiſm a very inſignificant Sign, what good can Baptiſm & 
that Parſon that has no Grace ? If you can prove what your Brother Rab 
well affirmsdo; viz. That Baptiſm does regenerate fans, or is a Conver 


ting Ordinance : Certaintly, but very few of that great Multicude, you ſup 

pole 7obn baptized, received any Spiritual benefit by their Bapetlin ;-and 

{ challenge all the World to prove if they can, that eyer one Infant 

ceived any kind of Internals, onal or Eternal Advantage, by being 
a bl 


baptized as you call it; or External, either; by the Word of God. , _ 

He adds an Induction of 'Twen iculars, to ſhew what a Confeſſioq 
it was not, that thoſe Fobr: Bapti, Cntoed made z but they need nd 
further Reply being all remote to the Purpoſe brought for : Then he 
ceeds into ten more; to ſhew'it could not be a verbal Confeffion of 
Faich and Repentance; the moſt of them follow here. 

Obj. There -is nothing of a Command requiring ſuch - a Confeſſion, neither 
clared by John, ncr revealed by any other Meſſenger of God : This contains 
ewo Firit. 

| Anſw. Did not Fol» require it when he ſaid, bring forth- Fruits meet f# 
Repentz3cce, &c. A Confeſſion is a Fruit of Repentance ? And did not Pl 
lip require it of the Ewnmch? Is not Faith required? and as a Man bs 
lieves with his Heart, fo a Confeſfion is required with the Mouth, to mals 
known that Faith, unto Salvation, "> vl 

Obj. If ſuch a Confeſſion was commanded, it muſt be-gained by their own 
per/onal Obediccence, and ſo the Goſpel is a Covenant of Works : 2) If commas 
ded, :5en it was not wolunts'y ; 3. If commanded, then it muſt not be to fhew: 
'he Grapes they bad, but ther Obedience 3 thele -are three mate - of, chem, 
Pap ih, | | y wy 
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r. Anſw. T arfwer, if, what God commands as to de; thoſe Vertues ſo 
commanded, are gained or merited by our own perſonal Obedience ; then 
all our Evangelical-Duties muſt be meritorious,and the Goſpel is a Covenane 
of Works indeed: For that the Goſpel doth command many Duries is evi- 
dent. Can't God give Grace, and then command us by the Affiftance of 
his Spirit, to cauſe thoſe Grages to appear in exerciſe to the Praiſe of 
his own Glory ? | 

2. Or cannot that which God commands us to do, be done freely and 
voluntary by us? Or, doth free Grace deſtroy the Noble Faculty of the 
191, becauſe it ever-powers its vitious Habits, and. ſtrongly in it to 
that which is good ? Do not Saints freely and voluntarily by the help of the 
Piric and Grace of Chriſt,navill that which is good and well-pleaſing to- 
aim ? Or, is a Confetlion of Sin notgood, or an Evangelical Duty ? 

3. -Do we not by our Obedience to God ſhew forth: his Grace inus, as- 
well as our Duty of Obedience to him ; what New Divinity is this > Jon» 
&, O Heavens ! ; 

Oby.- If commanded, then the ptrformanet of. it externally could not make a 

hange wpo9 their State and Relatron towards God, any more than the performance 
if any other Duty: Much leſs could it, when not commanded : Pag. 45s R 

I. Anſw. Becauſe a Confeflion of Sin can't. make a .uporr our” 
State, or Relation.to God: Muſt we not make an External Confeffion of 
hagwhich God's Spirit hath wrought Internally ppon our Souls? Or, muſt” 
an External Confeſfion of Sin a Change, and fo all other Duties, or 
lſe not be performed by us? 

2. It ſeems to me by your unſound Exprefſions, as if you conceive, that 
an External Confeffion could make: + npon our State and Relati- 
ni to God 3; whereas that makes no Change, but only diſcovers, or makes 

own what a blefled Change the Grace of God hath wrought, or made 
dn the Soul ; Beſides, it is not Univerſally true, 4. e.- becauſe a thing is com- 

anded it can't make a Change ; for ſometimes a Command is attended' 
1th Power to-change the Soul, &c.. Fobn 6. 28, 
Obj. If rhis, (ay you, had been a commanded Duty” (yiz. @ Confeffion of Sin) to 


pualife them for Baptiſm ; then they muſt not be admitted upon the Arcoun of 


very being the Children of Abraham, nor. as the Children of the Promiſe, but the 
romiſe ceaſes, which is notoriouſly falſe, Rom: 15.8. Pag. 45. 

1. An/w. We do not ſay a bare verbal Confeffion. qualifies-any Perſon 
vr Baprifrn”z but inward Grace or 'Frath,, Faith .1n- the Lord Jeſus: 
Arift ; this is the only Trays whict} ought.to be in all the Subjects 


f Baptifm-; and this Faich muſt be made manifeſt by the Confeſlion of the- - 


outh, andthe holy Fruits of the Life : Hence Jobn required not only a 
e Verbal Confeffion, which might hold-forth or ſiguitic their Repentance ;, 
t alfo faith he, Tu muſt brig forth Fruits meet for Repentance :. Don't think 


Þ {uy you have ſirined, or barely to- acknowledge yaur Iniquitics- is all 1 


ok tor ; No; your Lives-muft make ic-maniſeſt to: mg, you-are-changed, or- 


F 
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regenerated ; if you! would, as true Subjeas, partake: of my Baptiſm: i 
ſuch my Maſter's Kingdom i5 coconſiſt of, whole way Lam come to pry 
pare; 1. C. to make ready ſach a People for him, tO build his. Chnrch with. | 
2. As to your other Reaſon, viz. if a Conteflion be neceſlary, the 
their being the Childrey of Abraham, and Children of rhe Promiſe was madly 
ceaſe, CC. | 
You hit it in that , for their being the Seed of Abraham a 
to the Fleſh, could pive them no Right to Goſpel Baptiſm, Foby plainh 
told chem the very fre thing ; tor the Goſpel -has put?an 'End to the'Jew: 
iſh Covenant Right of Admiflion of-Church-Members ; the Text you 
mention, Rom. 15.8, (where tis {aid, Chriſt Was a Mumiſter of the Circ 4 
0n ; ) you ſtrangely miſtake the Place, Chriſt did not confirm Ciroumd! 
ſion, nor Infants Right- to Church Memberſhip ; the Holy -Ghoſt mem 
no more then that Chriſt was a Miniſter of- the Jews, as well” as of 
Gentiles, -or of the Circumciſion, as of the Uncircumciſion, and fo-fpett 
eur Annotators on the place ; and as to the Promiſe ceaſing, ſee whit 
St. Paul ſaith, Rom. 9. 6. Tho' the carnal Seed of Abraham, as ſuch, at 
now Tejxe&ed, yet the Promiſe of God is: not made of none Effe&. Far 
( faith he ) They are mor all lfrael which are of Iſrael ; Neither, becaule thy 
ave the Seed of Abraham, are they all Children, V. 7. That is, they which 
the Childrem of the Fleſh, theſe are net the Children of God ; . but the Children of th 
Promiſe are counted for the Seed, v. 8. : 
Can't you ſee from Hence who are the Seed of the Promiſe ?'E 
none elle, but ſuch who are begotten and born of the Spirit, or ' are 
Chriſt, Gal. 3. 29. So that, what you ſay is notoriouſly falſe. n 
af our 9th. Reaſon is the'ſame with the part of your 8th, | 
Obj. You ſay mm the tenth and laſt Place then, the Command of Chriſt that 
fants muſt come 10 him, was and muſt be null and void, Mark 10. 13. 141 
- be 'a frqh Warrant for their coming to bim, if John had caſt them 
ap. 45. F 


1. Anſw. We deny there was ever any Command of Chriſt for Infaw 
to be brought, or to come to Chriſt to be baptized. - 

2. That Text in Mark 10. 13, 14. proves no ſuch thing. as'you & 
clude it doth, they were brought to Chriſt, *tis true, that 'he might Þ 


his. hands upon on E which was the way he uſed whemhe healed Peopt 
es 


vf their bodily Di ; therefore you ſay right, ſince Fobn, or ratherJe 
Chriſt, hath caſt our the natural Seed of Abraham, and the old Cove 


. too, as well as the old Covenant-ſeed ; Infant Church-Memberſhip is mat 


null and void, unleſs there had been a freſh Warrant for their Ad 
on, 4. e. they muſt be brought in and made Members by an Appol 
ment of Chriſt, or by a new Inſtitution, or they -muſt "not be dmitr 
at all; forthe old Covenant-right (we have proved ) is gone for ever.” 
As to what you ſpeak in Pap. 32. about the Habit of Grace; is -nothil 
to the Purpoſe, theſe are your words; wiz, = 
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Obj. 4nd if the Babit canhot conftitute us Members, the Ads or Exerciſef it, 
(ay never 4s it. | 
Anſw. You do not attempt to prove Infants as ſuch either before Bap- 
tiſm, or in being baptized, have -the Habit of Grace: I have ſhewed in 
my Anſwer, to Ur. Rothwell, that it can't be proved that Infante as ſuch; 
Fave the Habit of Faith or of Grace, neither before nor in Baptiſm; it 
they had, doubtleſs thoſe Habits would appear fome way or another, bue 
they do not appear ; therefore they have no ſuch Habits infuſed into them ; 
all are born in Sin, and are Children of Wrath by Nature 5 andBaptiſm doth not 
convey Grace , nor infuſe any ſacred Habits: What tho' God in a mira- 
lous manner, hath ſanQiftied fome Infants igaghe Womb; and may fan. 
tife fuch Infants that die, who are in the Ele of Grace do's it from 
hence follow, that all Infants as ſuch, or all Infant of Believers as ſuch, are 
> fanctified ? We read of one Animal that ſpoke, mult all Awimal; 
peak therefore ? 
If you could prove Infants had Grace in the Habit, - or that it appears - 
ey.are regenerated, .you had faid ſomething to excuſe their inability, or 
diabiliry to make a verbal Confeflion, tho? not fo much as you think ; 
is the AR of Faith that muſt demonſtrate the Habit to us, or the Fruits, 
rr Product of Grace, that thoſe Habits are” in thoſe Subjets. Chriſt com-- 
ands ro be'baptized, non apparent ium O& non exittentium eadens eff ratio; they 
a&;muſt believe,muſt repent,or muſt be actual tres iſm 
dth belong unto; -tho?.I deny not but thar where the Habit of one Grace 
, there is t Habit of every Grace, and ?tis as certain thoſe Habits car 
ever be loſt, *tis the Seed that remains, of which the Apoſtle Ars ſpeaks ; 
"27 can thoſe pretended Habits lye ſtill, or aſleep, in Perſons, folong as your 
otion clearly doth imply EI $39 
1. He goes on to ſhew-whar the Greek word ounoyFune; which the Learned 
ie ſays) rells us, ſign wy 6 ive thanks : What of this ; yer tis by a' 
dal Confeflion-of Sin, if that ſhould be ſignified in it. 
2, He fays, 3,7 fnifis to do it together : that would be Confeflion. Sir, 
not the genuine ſignification of 3uG&, elike ? Similies a-like, do ſpeak a-like, 
the ſame things” : ſee Schreveliusg's Greek Lexicon, where you will find - 
lo defines the word. | 
F No doubt # ſignifies to ſpeak out, they made an audible Confeflion, 
not to whiſper in Fohb»'s Ear. | 
4. Again, he ſays, the word ſignifies a Confeſſion of known faults; no doubt of 
and therefore fach a Confeffion beſure that no-Infancs are. concerned in; * 
iners have known faults enough, to contels when God opens their Eyes, - 
works Grace in their Soul. - | 
« And that the word comes from *uoryia, which ſignifies to confeſs, or profeſs, 
is to be ſo tranſlated, which ſignifies a Confeſſion by, praftice and attions. - 
P. 49. ; | 
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Ani. This does not help the matter ; for 'tis. evident, the Pratticaant 
Actions of the Livcs of true Penitents, more loudly declares: or A 
known that bleiſed Change that is wraught in them, than a. verbal Con. 
felon can ; but Infants are no more capable to. do. the, one, than the 


other. 


Moreover, he would have it to be ſuch a Confeſſion that Infants muſthy 
included, tor elſe, faith he, <— 
Ob. They are excluded from the Number that John turned to. the Lid; &@ 


elle it proves, that Baptiſm was not a means 10 turn them to the Lord, or bring 


ing them to Chriſt, P. 49. | 
” An/w. Did Fs turn any Children.in their Infancy.ts the Lord? We 
read of no Miracles which he did , but fure this. w have been ng 
{mall Miracle, if he had changed the Hearts of Infants. . 

2. We ſee you poſitively conclude, that Baptiſm is indeed a Converting 
0: Soul-changing Ordinance : you are of Mr. Rothwells Judgment & 
pears, and I ſuppoſe |a true Son of the Church of Engro ; but wie! 
you write again, do |but prove this, and you do your ork 


in 2 ITC 


mealure. - F fab 

3. But *ris ſtrange, you ſhould attempt to conſute all the Learned ; uy 
and your own Church too, for ſhe requires a werbal A A Geh os 
are baptized : and ſince Infants can't do it, ſhe cauſes qthers/to; do x. 
them; unleſs you ft that _ Buytift Ordained the Rite- of, bs 


thers and God-Mothers ; | for there is as plain, cri 
there is that he baptized Infants. Act's i 
Dr. Du Veil quorey Grotius, who ſays, * It plainly appears by the Rug4 


' "q; 
"© baptizing inthe Po Church, that Baptiſm is to be: asked, , before thePs 


© ſon is baptized, which the Surety does in the Infants Name, a: Al 
© {tint Conteflion of Fanh is required,  #. 6.) Renowanr ng, 12's 
* its Pomps, the Fleſh and the Devil : Dr. Du Veil ov AR; &'p.,282, thew 


;* does the Church of England require ; yea, fach a;Confeſlion;. thit 


* tends Regeneration ; for as fuch, the baptizeth thera; tho” they. ane 
by Proxy, fie baptizeth, not Infants as fugh,, but as they are 
IeVers, | iO. 
Emomins ſpeaketh thus, iz. © Baptiſm is the Seal of Faith, Faith! 
* Contelhion of the God-head ; *tis neceſſary we thould firſt. believe, 
* and then 2 ſealed in Baptiſm, p. 278. of the ſame Book. 
Him faith, The Lord commanded his Apoſtles firſt to Inſtru#4 
Teach all Nations, and afterward thould baptize ſuch who. were in 
ed 1ito thoſe great Myſteries of the Faith : for ir. cangot be ( ahh 
tar the Body ſhould receive the Sacrament of Baptiſm, - til the: Soul; 
recaved the 'Trus Faith: ſee Refer Rettified, where there are divers 0 


o 


Fathers Cited, p. 129. to px 237. t the ſame pwpole. a 
_ * Vaptilm (faith Mr. Baxter ) is ſaid to fave us, and therefore Bed 
will bebaptized, mult profeſs the Qualifcations neceſlary to be fare 
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1; many as have been batized into'Chrift, have put on Chriſt, and ave all oh 
© in Chriſt Jeſus,G*c. And are Abrabams's Seed fo Heirs mu ok tothe Pro. 
© miſe ; therefore faich he, it is clear, a 'Profeflion was pre-ſuppoſed. Our 
* Baptiſm is the Solemnizing of our Marriage with Chriſt; and *ts a new 
* and ſtrange kind of Marriage, where there 1s no Profetiion of Conſent. 
* Baxt, on Confirmation, &c. p. 32. 

* We find faith the fare Baxrer that when Fob» Baprift ſet up hisMiniſtry, 

(1.) © He cauſed the People co confe/; their Sins, Mat. 3.6. and if we 
* confeſs eur Sins, God is faithful and yuſt to forgive ws cur Sins, x John 1. 9. 
© and whereas fome fay (faith he )*rhar Jobn called them « generation of 
©ijpers : I aniwer, we will believe that, when they prove it. 

(2,) © If he baptiſed them, it was not till they confeſſed their Sins ; and - 

* and it ſeems'by his Charge, not till they promiſed to bring forth Fruits 
meet for -Repentance, Mar. 3.'8.' Confirmar. p. 24. as to thoſe in A#. 2. 
* 37. it is plain, they 'tnade an open Profeflion' ; —— 

(2.) ©It is faid, They that dy record the Word, were baptiz;+d : we may 
not imagine, that Peter was G , or knew the Hearts of thoſe Thouſands ; 
and therefore,  he'mwſt know ir by their Profeffion, p. 25. 

* He fays in-p. 26. The 'conftant Pratice of the Univerfal-Church con- 
firms theſime, ;.e.that an Expreſs Profeffion or Confeffion of Faith #ndRe- 
pentanceis neceſfary;before Perſons are baptized he adds, The Commiffion » 
Chriſt (faith he) direReth kis Apoſtles to make Diſciples, and then Bapciſ: 
hem (and thus fay I, excludes all Infants : ) how was itknown the Sa» + 
ritans believed Ph;ip Preaching the Things concerning . the: Kingdor: 
of God, &«. 'but 'by, "their Profeflion? Sau! had' more than a bare ©. 
fellion before baptized, pag.-27, 28. the converted Gentiles, 44. 1 2..23. 
ſhewed their Belief, and 'glorified God openly ; the fame may we fay 0 

e 7ayler, faith he, and Criſpur, AH. 18.8: p. 29. 

© The believing Epheſians confeſſed, and ſhewed their Deeds, thus far Mr. 

ea. 

Obj. A" Confeſſion could not be of ſuch Concermment as to exclude all, from "ay 
ugbt to Baptiſm 5 for then the Phariſees and Lawyers could not have been guilt 

[uch Sin, im their being not baptized of John,Lak. 7.30. p.49. N | 

Anſw. Such arguing I never mer with before; doth it follow, that a Con- 
flion of ſin was not neceflary ; becauſe *tis faid, the Phariſees and Lawyers 
Fed the Counſel of . God, in not being baptized of John? was that their great- 
ſt Evil ? 'or did not their horrid Evil rather lie m their PnENncY an 
Inbelief,, which excluded 'them from having a Right to Baptiſm, or in 
teir not- receiving Job's Dofrine of Repentance for the Remilfton ©! 

$; and bringing forth Fruits worthy of amendment of Life ? ſee our /-' 
mnotators ON he place, ©They tell you in that lay their great Sin, andeh:- 
not ſubmitcing to Baptiſm,” as a Teftimony of ſuch 'a Repentance: (+ 
y they, che Ba iſm of Fob» in Scripture, ſignitierh his whole Adm :..- 
tration, or the Dorine abrnne” as well as the Ordinance of Bap- 
| = M PRs $i 
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(52) we 
* tifm by him Adminiſtred ; and ſo mult be interpreted, where our Say 
* kd the Phatilees, whether tbe Baptiſm of John was from Heaven w_o 
© een? and they durſt not fay from Heaven, leſt Chriſt ſhould haye a4 
© them, why then do ye believe him not? they were not baptized of h 
© is the fame thing with they would be none of his Diſciples þ they did 
| then, like as ſome ungodly Perſons do now ; reze& the Countel of Got 
againſt themſelves, in not partaking of the Ordinance of the Lord's Sup. 
er : yet their bare rejeion of that, is not ſo much their Sin and 
as their notbelieving, repenting, or imbracing of Jeſus Chriſt, or obtaini 
choſe previous and antecedent Qualifications required of all ſuch who ought 
to-come to that Sacred Ordinance. j | 
Obj. Ir i /aid, the People'ask'd him, What ſhall we do? and whether we 
it ſome, for all? or every individual, who can tell ? And if the Adult did {p26 
and the Children could not, were not the Parents to take care that they might han 
the means to flye from Wrath to come, as well as themſelves? and to be tas 
zo rake God's Way as well as themſelves ? it being after Bapti/m, and was the 
any queſtion to be made ? but they would take Care about this, if they were 
ly awakened ? And eſpecially when the Children's Names were as expreſly m Jolui 
Commeſſion as the Parents ? . And if they did not take Care about them, wh 
not their Sin? and ther grievous Sim too? againſt the expreſs declared 
God concerning them, Luke T. 17. Mal. 4 6. If be that provideth ”ort o | 
Bodies of bis Children,| bath denyed the Faith, and-is worſe than an Infidel, 
notorious Monſters had theſe People been, if when they were awakentd to ſe 
Wrath of God in the fate of Hell coming m upon them, ſhould not take Cart 
it might be prevented from their Children, as well as from themſelves, . 


ag, F © x L 
: iow, Such Blindneſs is enough to ai the Soul of any enlightned! 
fon ; 'tis evident, this {Man concludes the External Rite of um, 
a bare Subjection to that Ordinance, was the vety means to elcape 
Wrath of God, and eternal Burning in Hell; and not: only for Inf 
but the Adult likewiſe : whereas, I find no ſound and underſtand 
Proteſtant of his Judgment; nor doth he produce eicher Scripture or 
lid Reaſon for what he aſſerts : could he prove that to baptize Chil 
or the Adule, would fave their Souls from God's Wrath, or Hell-fire; « 
tainly, all would be notorious Monſters, that would not endeavour top 
[wade all Heathens, I arks, and Pagans in the World, tobe baptized, or 
take © care to baptize their Infants : but alas! we, know that for 
Perion to be baptized, who isnot regenerated, it will avail him nothing| 
no, more than Sm Magus his Baptiſm did hin : 'Tis not Circumciſion 
ed, nor Uncircumcifion, but a new Creatube. 


7 


Anſw. 2. But before he had gone fo far as to aflert the great Profit dl 
lant-Baptiſm, and the dreadful Danger and Sin of ' Parents in not bapti 
them ; he ſhould have proved, that God doth Enjoin or command 

Ching of Parents, wiz. to ſee their Children baptized :,for, where 
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\ Law, there is no Trranſgreſſion . Another Man may argue, that the Ordi® . 
ance of the'Sacred Supper of our Lord, is a means or way for our Chil- © © 
Iren to eſcape the Wrath of God, and ſo charge Parents to bring them to 
bar Sacrament, as well as tothat of -Baptiſm. Sir, The Fault and Sin of 
Yarents lies not where you place it, but in that, when they are grown up, 
hey neglect to teach them their Duty of looking out for a changed Hearr, 

; to get Faith and Repentance, or.to'obtain an Intereſt in Jefas Chriſt, 
or there is no other, way to\elcape the Wrath of God for our ſeives, nor 
pur Children when grown up, but by Chriſt alone, as he is received through 
74ich : and whoſoever do not fo take Care of their Childrens Souls, zre great- * 
y guilty before God ; but to baptize them, ſince there is no Warrant tor ic, 

o Command from God, no Preſident, or Example in all the Sacred Scrip 
ure; that would but bring great Guilt upon their own Heads : add thow nor, 

o bis words, leſt he prove thee, and thou art found a Liar. 

Anſw. 3. Youabule that Holy Text, Mal. 4.6; Luke 1. 17$Fobn had no 
nfants in his Commiſſion, tho' he was to turn the Hearts of the Fathers 

o the Children, and the Hearts of the Childrento the Fathers ; yet Chil- 
iren there doth not mean Infants, for it muſt be ſuch Children, whoſe 

carts were turned from their Parents, and who were capable to hear, and 
and underſtand Fobn's Dodrine ; and fo to'be gonvinced of their Evil, in 

wing their Hearts ſet againſt their Parents : the meaning is, that Fobn 

as to Preach both to Young and Old,who were arrived to Underſtanding, 
and to turn them to the Lord, and one-to another. 

Obj. If their Confeſſion was .4 Confeſſion of true Penitents, then this Repen- 
ance was (wrought in them before the Holy Ghoſt was poured upon them, or be- 
fore they were baptized with the Holy Ghoſt by Chriff, and bow- could that be ? 
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Sf, 1, Doth this Man think thatthere was no true Converfion wroughe 
bythe Preaching of Fobn Bapriſ# , nor by Chriſt himſelf, or his Apoſtles,un- 
t the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit were given, which was not till at- 
ter the Reſurre&ion and Aﬀſenſion of our Bleiled Saviour ? he that will heed 
ſuch a Writer, lethim ; for by this a ur the Holy "Apoſtles were not 


rue Penitents, until they were bap ed with the Holy Ghoſt, and yet did 
not Chriſt tell them they were clean ? tho' not all, Fob. 13. 10. andthar they 
who then believed in him, had Everlaſting Lite, fob. 5. _. 

, According to this Man's Notion, Chrift had no Diſciples indeed, or 
no true Penitent and ſincere Diſciples, until after his Aſcenſion. 

An(w. 2. *Tis evident, that the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt did not re 
err to the ſaving Graces of the Spirit, which are in all Believers 5 but to 
hoſe viſible, miraculous and extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, which 
were only given.to ſome Perſons in the Primative Time, to confirm the 
Goſpel, and tro diſcover the Glory of Jeſus Chriſt, upon his Aſcenſion wito 
Heaven : The Baptiſm of the Spiric, ſignifies that great Effulion of the 
Holy Ghoſt, like that at Pentecoſt, AF. 21. 2, 3: 
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Caloubon Tpeaking of that Text, Act. 1: 45s *Y her Par 
* Holy; Spi!, F. ſhows that the Greek Word Ban1ifs Js:to.dp or pl 
Fas 11 w-re.to die Colours; in which Sence, ſaith he, he Apoſtles . 
© be © uly faid ro have been baptized z for che Houſe in” which his 
© Cone, was filled with the Holy Gholt ; fo that the Apoltles'migt 
* to have been plunged-into it, as in a large Fiſh-Pond ;; all were'y 
the Apoſtles days baptized with the Holy Spirit, let this Anthor ſhe 
he can, that the Word Baprizo,ſignifies toſprinkle with the Spirit, orp 
chat the weakeſt Chriſtian-in Grace can be ſaid” to be baptized with 
Holy Spirit, —— Ne ſhall he baptized. with the Hely Ghoſt not many day; bi 
&<.. is not applicable to every particular Belicver, but to the Apoltle 
whom principally our Saviour foke thoſe Wo: ds, and to ſome ot en 
whom thoſe extraordinary Gifts ſhould be given afterward. _ 
'Obj. But this, wowld argue, that then thoſe that John baptized, wrt 
Penitents,, which is contrary ta Chrift's own Words, Mat.*11, 2. 
to-25.. | Ents _ 
Anſw. There appears in thoſe Texts be cices nofuch thing that he athi 
but he takes a Liberty to fay any thing To far as I can ſee : no doubt} 
Fobn took great Care to baptize only-ſuch who.were Trae. Penitents ; | 
io nquie ſo ſeverely Fraits mect ſor Repentance, of fuch that camiet 
Baptiſm ; tho' no doubt, he might be miſtaken inſome of them, "a'P 
was 1n"Srom, AG. 8, tho' he ſent ſome of _his Diſciples to Jeſis to b& 
ther-Conflemed in the certain Beiigf, that he Was the" true Meſfas thats 
70 Came, CE INES dy 3: 9 
+. Nor. doth Chriſt's Words imply as this Man fignifies ih p[F5; That” 
Diſciples had bad ehds in ae into hs Wildcrnok to Tee andh 
him : tho' ſome. of the Multitude. might. probably .go-aut of Curiofiyy! 
retire ogg 3 US ERTIES 
. now Mr. Exel, or any.other Man cart rationally derry a. Conf 
neceſſary ? or doubt Ari Sapd {\ucha Confe Re Bf «d "bet 
tilmpuiz. of thar'Faith and Repentance they then. lad I fer note*t 
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«thercot appearing, -+ telling them;.they frerwards' belreve m1 
; avs to oy wn 'us evident, he required Faith and" Repenta 
immediately: of them, as ant t Thall proceed 
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«. When ſhall this Controverhie ceaſe? doubtlefs, none have aſt C 
blame us to detendthat which we believe to be a precious) | 
when fo m-ny-ftill appear to deny .it; ahi write þ 

The Le open their Eyes, 

lacd's People ime. © 
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